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TO THE READER. 



The following " Recollections ** were, except 
a few of the last numbers, originally published 
in the Northern Christian Advocate. Several 
of my brethren, both ci the ministry and mem- 
bership of the church, have expressed a denre 
to see them published in a more permaneixt 
form. I have therefore come to the conclusion 
to republish them in the form in which they 
now appear. 

The fd^owing note is an expression oi the 
views of some of those who have counseled me 
on this subject : — 

" We, the subscribers, having read the * Re- 
collections ' of the Rev. A. Chase, as published 
in the Northern Christian AdvodEtte, believe 
that the historical incidents contained in them 
are of sufficient interest and value to require 
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4 TO THE BEADEB. 

their publication in a permanent form. We are 
happy to find that many personal Mends of the 
writer have concurred in this opinion ; and we 
hope that these reminiscences will find a wide 
circulation. 

"John Copeland, 

^M. TOOKEB, 
«F. G. HiBBABD. 

''Geneva, October 21, 1846." 

Should the perusal afibard, in any degree, fdeir 
sore and profit to those who wsMy read these 
sketches, it will aocompHsh the highest expecta- 
tion of 

The Authob. 
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RECOLLECTIONS OF THE PAST. 



Dear Brother Rounds, — Several of toy 
'fiiends, both of the ministry and membership of 
the church, have for several years urged me to 
publish, either in some of our periodicals, or in 
pamphlet form, some of the incidents and events 
which I have witnessed, or that have come to 
my knowledge in days past, and which are known 
to but few now living. I have hitherto declined, 
inking I had not sufficient leisure. But now, 
b^ing superannuated, and in this wintry season 
mostly in my room, I have concluded to offer a 
few scraps for publication, should you think pro- 
per to admit them into the columns of our 
Northern Christian Advocate. These sketches 
will present facts and events which may be use- 
ftd to some, and which, if not written, will soon 
pass into oblivion. If there are any who peruse 
your colunms merely in search of flowers, they 
need not be at the trouble of looking over these 
sketches. 'In aHuding to individuals, I shall 
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6 BECOLLECTIONS OP THE PAST. 

generally use only the initiak of names ; as 
some persons are still living, whose history is 
intimately connected with the incidents here 
recorded, who might not be pleased, should 
names be given. 



NUMBER L 

In the year 1800 the inhabitants of the coun- 
ties of Saratoga and Montgomery were some- 
what aliy:med by the appearance of the small- 
pox in their neighboriiood ; and our physicians 
generally advised the people of that section of 
country to forestall the disease by inoculation. 
Accordingly, several neighborhoods bordering 
on the line which divided the above-named 
counties, agreed to employ a physician for that 
purpose. Two houses were provided ; one in 
Saratoga, the other in Montgcmiery, being dis- 
tant from each other about one mile and a half, 
for the accommodation of such as were disposed 
to adopt the measure of inoculation. Most of 
the youth of both sexes in that vicinity entered 
either the one or the other of these houses. I 
think it was about Christmas when they were 
opened for the reception of patients, (^e of 
these houses was owned and occupied by J. C. 
and his wife, who were members of the Meth--. 
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B]fiO<H.LE€mON8 OF THB PAST^ 7 

ooBst Episcopal Church, as were also his father 
and mother, with some c^er members of the 
family. But he had a brother, B. C, who, for 
several years, had been noted for his profligacy 
and wickedness. This yoiing man was one of 
the number that entered the ^pock-house" 
owned by his brother. On his first entrance, 
he prc^anely vowed that he would not starve 
himself for the small-pox ; but would indulge 
himself as usual in meats and drinks. But it 
was socn seen and felt in both these houses 
that the small-pox was not to be trifled with, 
though taken by inoculation. Most g£ the pa- 
tients in both hottS^, either through want of 
skill or prudence' in the physician, or from some 
other cause, suffered severely. But poor B. C, 
when the disease fastened upon him, which was 
at a much later period than with most <^ the 
others, soon became an object of astonishment 
and pity. The particulars of his i^pearancQ 
and sufferings I will attempt to describe. It will 
p^hap& give an idea of hiscondition to say, that 
he twenty-one days he was incapable of moving 
a limb, or-of uttering a word. And frequei^ily, 
during this tune, his attendants could hardly de- 
termine whether it was a living being or a loath- 
some corpse that lay bef<^ them. While he 
was thus siMpended between' life and death,. 
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8 laOOLLBOTSOKS OF THE past; 

gr«at aaxietrf ynm felt and mftrnfested for him 
by the oommimitj generally ; but e^^eciallj bf 
Ms fiuBily oonaectkms and ibe few pious per-» 
sons in the ndghborfaood. By these, pvKyef 
was made almost without ceasing for him, m 
public and in private* Sometimes his parents 
and other ^ends would oome within sight of 
1^ house, and there offer up prayer in his be«« 
ha]£ On one occasion, aocomp^ed by one of 
the itinerant preachers, who frequently called 
at his fathei^s house, in their monthly rounds on 
the then Saratoga circuit, they came as near the 
house as they dare adventure themselves, aad 
there kneeHng in ^e cold deep snow, poured 
out their souls in prayer for him, that 1^ mi^ 
be raised up again, or that if taken away by; 
death, mercy might be extended to his soul f 
and that he mi^t be saved from the death tkafe 
never dies. At length, on a certain morning, 
when those who had watched by his bed during 
the night had left, his broker J. came into the 
lOom, and stood looking upon him ; when he 
partly opened his eyes, and slightly moved the 
covering of the bed with one of his hands. His 
brother was much surprised, and rejok^ to Bet 
these signs of returning life. Shoctiy after, ha 
agtdn opened his eyes, drew up his sight hand^ 
and runovBd the bed datbea fema his IbreasL 
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BBCOLt^CWONS 0J» TftB PAST. 9 

His brotlier gently <5oveped Mm ogaiii. But 
while he "was doing this, B. looked smiling upon 
khi^ and said, «J., I want to g^t up." His 
ImXtier repli^ " R., you cannot get up." He 
Aen raised both his hands, and exclaimed, "Yes, 
J., I can get up I Gfery to God, he has healed 
me soul and body !" His brother supposed that 
this unexpected exhibition of strength was the 
t^ult of delirium, and strove to quiet him. But 
he coritinuedio exclaim, « Glory to God, he has 
healed me, soul and body;" and insisted on hav* 
hig his wearmg apparel brought, and t^at they 
should help him to arise and dress himse^. 
BHs iHends finally yielded, and he arose, and for 
several hours praised God with an audible 
voice. 

A glorious revival of religion followed, which 
iKH be more particularly described hereafter. 



NUMBER n. 

At ihtb time to which reference is made, in 
die first number of these sketches, Methodists 
in that section of country were few and far 
betwc^ ; and it was a very rare thing to find 
a young person prbfessing religion. The youth 
weife generally devoted to vain amusetnents. 
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10 SEGOLLSGTIONS OF THE PAST. 

Tbe ball-room was the place of genen^ resort 
But there was a family by the name of M., who 
resided bat a short distance from my lather's 
house. This man was the leader of the little 
class of Methodists in the yicinitj. He was a 
man of few words, but of unimpeachable moral 
and Christian character. This circumstance 
exerted, as it ever does, a powerM influence in 
fisiYor of the infant society in that place. Ev^i 
those who were most loud and vehement in the 
cry against the Methodists, when pointed to J. 
M., were compelled to acknowledge that he was 
an honest man, and that his life con^>orted with 
his profession. His wife was a woman of sound 
common sense, and of ardent piety. When yet 
but a lad, I used frequently to call on this &m* 
ily, and this mother in Israel used to talk to me 
so sweetly about Jesus, that my young heart 
many times melted, and I wished I was a 
Christian. She used, generally, to dose the in- 
terview by laying her hands upon my head, and 
offering up a fervent prayer that God would 
make me a Christian. On one occasion, she not 
only prayed that God would make me a Chris- 
tian, but am r also. I seem to feel at 

this very moment something of that unearthly 
influence which sometimes rested upon me oa. 
these occasions. O, if all class-leaders imd, 
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. BECOLLECTIONS OP THE PAST. 11 

private members were in the spirit and practice 
of this devoted couple, what glory would beam 
. forth upon and be reflected by the church of 
God! . 

In this pious family there were a son and 
daughter, nearly of my own age. This scm and 
daughter, as might be expected, under the in^ 
strucdon and prayers of such parents, became 
pious while they were yet young ; and previous- 
ly to the time of the change wrought upcm B. 
C, heretofore related, this son, D. M., and his 
sister M. M., were both members of the church. 
They were the first yonng persons, save 
(ttie, that I had ever seen or heard making 
profession of reli^pon. But ^ey were like 
spe<^ed birds, gazed upon, especially by the 
youUi^l part of community, many of whom 
thought, or affected to think, these were poor, 
gloomy, melandu^y beings, ignorant of the 
pleasures their feUpw youth enjoyed in vani 
recreaticms. While mentioning these young 
persons, it may be proper to say that D. M. fell 
an early victim to the fatal consumption ; but 
not until he had lived to see the great and glo- 
rious revival of religion which I have proposed 
to describe, and in promoting which he was a 
principal agent. I now seem to see him as dis- 
tinctly as at that moment, when he arose in a 
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12 BXCOLLEOYIONB OF THB PAm. 

faurge assembly, and wiih a oomttenttice tliat 
beamed with supernatural ligbt, exclaimed, 
** My friends, last Tliursday nigl^ God sanc^ 
tified my soul." In this spirit he lingered 
and suffered hmg, but patiently, until the Mas- 
ter said, **It is enough," and triumphantly he 
entered the port of rest His sister M. lived to 
become the mother of a family, which she train- 
ed up for heaven, and perhaps still lingers on 
the shores of time. 

There was also in the same neighboriiood a 
young man by the name of W. 8., who had not 
entered the " pock-house," who about the same 
time that others did so, attended a quarteily 
meeting ; and there, or about that time, made 
up his mind to renounce the pleasures of the 
world, and seek the Lord. About the same 
time, another young man, T. B., a cousin of W» 
S., fc»rmed a similar resolution. So that when 

B. C* was able to go out, he found the fomf 
young persons above mentioned prepared to 
unite with him in the service of God. These 
five proposed to the leader, I. M., to call a spe- 
cial meeting for the young people. To this the 
leader consented, and a genertd invitation was 
given to the youth to attend and hear from B. 

C. what the Lord had done for him. To this 
meeting, which was held on the evening of the 
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BBOOLUICTIOiri OF THJB PAaT. 18 

first day cf April, 1801,iiiapriTatefSEinnlum8e^ 
were ga&ered ^JmOBt all the joath livii^ wilJt- 
in a cop,Tenieiit diatanee of tiie {dace. As to 
myself, such had ^ been my state of moad ever 
jsmee t had heaid B. C. deelare what the Lord 
had done for him, that I knew I should not be 
able to goTem my feelings to any great extent ; 
and therefore, on going into the house, took a 
position in the corner of a room, where a door, 
which opened into an adjoining room, when 
j9 wnng -back) nearly ocmoealed me fnm the view 
of all in the house. These young professors 
sooii conun«[iced singings for whieh R. C. had 
a good voice, which he had frequently employed 
in fbrmet times in sii^Dg yain songs. But now, 
when those wiio had listened to him while vain 
and foolish, heard him emplo3ring that voice in 
prai^ng <Sod, they were deei^y affected 

The meeting was subsequently opened by 
prayer ; after nHtiich several spoke and prayed. 
The Siarit of God was there, and deep solemni« 
ty rested upon almost ev^ry mind. At length, 
D. M., B. C, and T. B«, commenced passing in 
d^rent directions through ^e house, and speak- 
ing to the young pe(^le individually. I was 
glad that I was so far eoneealed as to escape 
Urn personal address. Many w^re deeply af* 
£^Qted» and soim from ibt^ eveolng s^ out m 

Digitized by Google 



i4 HBCOLLECTIONS or THE PAST. 

good earnest to seek the Lord. At the dose of 
Ihis meeting, it was agreed that one should be 
held the next evening at the hoase of I. M., 
the leader. That was the great meetinffj whkh 
shall hereafter be more particularly described. 



NUMBER m. 

As might be expected, great was the excite- 
ment produced throughout the community, and 
the next evening, at an early hbul*, there was a 
general rush to the appointed place of meeting. 
And though it was a farming country, and the 
inhabitants comparatively sparse, yet a multitude 
came together. At the very commencement of 
the meeting, an awftil power and influence rested 
upon the congregation. Singing, prayer, exhorts 
ation, and the relation of Christian experience, 
were continued for some time, Yfiaie almost eveiy 
heart in the congregation seemed to be melted or 
moved. Tears flowed freely from many ejea 
unused to weeping ; sobs and sighs were heard 
in almost every part of the house. The little 
company of believers seemed as though there 
^< subsisted in them all one soul;" and in all 
their actions and words, they seemed more like 
ministering, sjniita sent from hdaven, thfm like 
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^BCOLLEOTIOKS OF TH£ PA»T. 15 

-mere human bemgs. When the meeting had 
progressed in this spirit f(M* some time, D. M. and 
T. B. commenced passing thnnigh the congrega- 
tion, taking dif^nt directions ilm>tlgh Ihe house, 
as on ^e preceding evening, and speaking indi- 
vidually to all whom they could approach, in the 
dense crowd. I had ohtained a f^e to stand, 
near the outer door, and when I saw that those 
two young men, in their course through i^^ 
house, were likely to meet about in the place 
.where I stood, I thought oi trjdng to ^(ci^ ; for 
I knew that if personally addressed, I should 
expose myself to the whole congregation. Thus 
the pride of my heiurt arose, even when I deeply 
felt that I was a condemned sinner. But the 
attempt to fly was in vain, for such was the press 
that the door could not then be opened. There 
was'standii:^, at my right hand, a robust young 
man, by the name of T. A. The two who were 
3paj3sing around^, met directly where we were 
standing. One of them commenced speaking to 
T. A,, i^e other to me ; and as we were crowd- 
ed dose t<^ether, I soon discovered that T. A. 
was greatly agitated. His whole frame shook, 
like one in a violent fit of the ague. Suddenly, 
he dropped to the floor, like one shot down in 
battle, and exdahned, << God be merciful to me 
a Biimer I'' The next moment he sprang to hk 
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16 ,mMJOI*LBCTIOIIfl OF TH» ?A«T. 

feet> a&d exdi^mecl, ^ Glory to God^ he haa, Ibr 
Qirist's Bake, forgiyeQ me all mj sins T 

I will here state that I shall say as little of 
myaelf in these sketches as consisteAtly I oais, 
bat shall feel boim^ oceasionally to glanoe atmj 
^wn experience ; and must- here state, that the 
last consciousness I had of what was passing 
afoond me was the declaration of T. A., that he 
was a pardoned sinner, until I found myself oa 
my kneed, by a low stool or bench, and my head 
banging nearly to the floor, on the ot^r side. 
How, or when, J got in this position, I cannot 
say; whether accidentally, as I sunk down, or 
by the help of others. My thou^ts had been 
wholly turned to myself, and the state of my 
own sinful heart . But I found no relief at that 
time* 

As to the change so suddenly wrou^ upon T. 
A.f many then doubted whether it waa possible 
that it could be a gmuine Chrislaan experience ; 
and even at the present time many e^^ress the 
same doubts, in reference to similar changes. 
But why should we thus doubt ? Is not this the 
sum total of the ground or ocmdition of the justi- 
^cation oiihe sinner, namely, repentance toward 
God, and faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ? 
In other words, what more is required or neces*- 
fmy, than that a man should see and feel that 
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BBOOLLECTIOKS OP THE PAST. 17 

he is a einner, lost and undone — that there is 
no help in himself — and that he then throw 
Imnself upon the promises of God, as given in 
the gospel, and embrace Christ by fail^, as the 
great atoning sacrifice for sin ? ' And why should 
this require a year-^fi month — a day, or any 
Hmited time ? Though repentant tears will flow, 
where t3iere is a truly penitent heart, yet these, 
tiiough they were mingled with blood, can never 
wash away the guilt and pollution of sin. Nor 
0an reformation of Kfe, which is invariably oon- 
nected with true penitence, ever balance the 
dreadful debt of sin. O, that the doctrine of 
salvation by faith were better and more gene- 
rally understood ! 

At this meeting, W. S», mentioned in my last, 
fbund relief from the burden of sin, which had 
jfor months laid heavily upon him. It was also 
on this evening that D. M. obtained the blessing 
of perfect love. Many left the place fully re- 
solved to renounce their sins, and seek the Lord. 
2 
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NUMBER IV. 

Thebe was no appointm^it made for meet- 
ing the next evening. And when the morning 
dawned, I walked abroad solitary, and deeply 
laden with the guilt of sin. The frown of -God 
wiis upon me, and every object seamed to wit- 
ness that he was jufiftly displeased for my sin. 
My heart swelled almost to breaking, and I 
thought I could not live, unless Christians were 
praying for me. Especially did I desire the" 
prayers of that mother in Israisl, Mrs. M., the 
wife of the leader. I was deeply impressed 
with the idea that Gk)d would not send me to 
hell, while she was praying for me, and that if, 
my prayer were united with hers, it would reach 
the ear of the divine Mjyesty. I therefore 
longed for this^ as one panting ^ cooling wa- 
ters, in a paxched and thirsty land. I therefore 
went to the house of T. A., who is still living in 
the city of Rochester, who was not a professor 
of religion, nor was any member of his family, 
but some of his children had been powerfully 
wrought upon in the meeting the evening pre- 
vious. Of this man I inquired whether he was 
willing that a prayer meeting should be held in 
his house on the evening of that day, to which 
he consented. I then went to the leader, who 
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BSOOLLEGTIONS OF THE PAST. 19 

agreed to attend and take charge of the meeting. 
Two or three young persons united with me, 
and we took a circuit, extending some two or 
three miles from the centre, and invited all, 
young and old, rich and poor, to attend the 
meeting. When the people had filled the house 
to overflowing, the Holy Spirit descended and 
took the lead. There was little of human agen- 
cy exerted, except in prayer. Such deep and 
pungent conviction of sin I have seldom wit^ 
nessed from that day to the present. O. 8. in 
particular, a brother of W. S., seemed like one 
in the agonies of the second death. What wail- 
ii^ I What deep compunction ! The scene is 
as distinctly before my mind at this moment as 
when it was passing. Many that evening found 
peace in believing, and went home rejoicing in 
God their Saviour. But I probably had de- 
pended too much upon the prayers of others. 
The nieeting closed, and the people dispersed, 
leaving me the same burdened and disconsolate 
sinner. 

On the fc^owing day, which was Saturday, 
the 4th of April, 1801, a prayer meeting was 
to be held in the afternoon, which had been 
previously appointed at the house, and for the 
spedal benefit of B. K., whose wife, a sister of 
B. C., had suddenly died a few weeks previously, 
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20 BBCOLLECTIONS OF THE PAST. 

leaving the bereaved husband deeply awakened. 
And on the fevening of that day there was to be 
a prayer meeting at the house of the father of 
R. G. To this afternoon meetmg I repaired 
with a heavy and sorrowfiil heart But while 
they prayed, a deep gloom settled upon my 
mind ; and when the meeting closed, I was on. 
the very b(»*ders of despair. I however slowly 
moved toward the place of the evening meeting, 
without particularly noticing who, or whe&er 
any one was accompanying me. After Wfdking 
perhaps one hundred rods, R. C. overtook me, 
and taking my arm, commenced conversing wit^ 
me. I freely and fully opened to him the state 
of my mind, suggesting my doubts whether there 
was any mercy for me. He replied by setting 
forth the merey of God, and the love of the Sa- 
viour — ^his willingness to receive the returning 
penitent, and added. All that is necessaiy, is one 
single act of faith : dahn him as your Saviour, 
and you will fSeel that he. is yours. While he 
was speaking, I found power by faith to lay 
hold, as I had never done before, iqpon ihe pro- 
mises of the gospeL My heart, which a litde 
time before was as lead or stone, now seemed 
like a bird that had esci^d from the cage, or 
from the snare <^ the fowler, and soared above, 
in a maimer which I caanot describe. The sua 
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BBCOLLBCTIOKS OF THE PA^T* 21 

was just sinking in tlie western horizon, nnvei]^ 
cd with clouds — ^it was a calm spring evening-^ 
ill nature seemed to smile with joy, which per- 
fectly chimed in with the calm which had just 
come over my soul. It was an hour never to 
be forgotten. May my sun of life set as cloud- 
less and gently, as to me the material sun sunk 
away on that memorable evening ! 

I now walked with a light heart to the place 
of the evening meeting ; and as I approadied 
the gate, Mrs. M., who had not attended the 
aflemoon meeting, met me. And while yet 
some paces distant, and before any words had 
passed between us, she said, in a sweet and gen- 
tle voice, ^ Glory to God, the prayer is answered." 

If my readers will excuse this detail of my 
own experience, perhaps I shall not tax their 
pftlience so heavily again. 



NUMBER V. 

At the time of which I am writii^, William 
ATLenehan was presiding elder on the Albany 
district, Philadelphia Conference, to whidi Sara- 
t<^ circuit then bebnged, and Daniel Higby and 
Smith Arnold were aj^xHuted to the dreuit 
Whore the praiudbers were, at tlie tame 4f Ihc^ 
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22 BJBCOLLECTIONS OF THE PAST. 

commencement of this revival,-! know not. I 
recollect but little of the preachers at this time. 
Thomas Dodson, a Virginian Lbelieve, who was 
appointed tba^t year to the Delaware circuit, 
which lay south of the Mohawk River, was with 
us considerably in the spring and part of the 
summer ; whether by way of exchange, or other- 
wise, I cannot telL But he was the preacher 
who received the fruits of this revival into the 
church, whidi amounted to thirty-three unmar-* 
ried persons, and perhaps an e^ual number of 
heads of families, all admitted at the same time* 
The presiding elder having that year closed his 
constitutional terjn on the district, was the fol- 
lowing year appointed to Saratoga circuit, and 
during the year married a member of the so- 
ciety to which I belonged, being succeeded on the 
district by William Colbert. Of W.M'Lenelwui 
I ought to say, he was one of the most faultless 
characters I have ev^r known as a Christian 
and as a minister. And were all his cotempo- 
raries now present, I would boldly ask, whoever 
saw him do an improper act? Whoever heard 
him speak an improper word, either in public 
or privaite ? He was afiable yet grave, cheer^ 
yet dignified, in all his intercourse with men. 
At the time of this revival there was living in 

our B^hberhood a proaoher by the name of 

* 
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E. C, who, when the work first commenced, 
was from home. But returning on the evenmg 
of the meeting at the house of T. A., he entered 
heartily into the work : and although we did not 
consider him the agent in commencing it, yet * 
he became so identified with it, that many of us 
kx^ed up to him as children would to a father. 
And by referring to the Minuteait will be seen 
that he was the f<^owing year appointed with 
WiUiam ITLenehan to Saratoga circuit 

His personal appearance was interesting, his 
manners gentlemanly, and he was considered 
quite above mediomty in p<Hnt of talents. He 
was, therefore, as might be expected, beloved 
and— -I will not say idolized, but caressed by 
tiie many. O thi^t I could trace him in the 
years that followed, and to the dose of his ca- 
seer with the same satis&ction with which 1 can 
diat of M'Lenehan and some others whose 
names I may find occasion to introduce ! But, 
alas ! tibe case is widdy and sadly different I 
have no disposition to expose the church to the 
derisicm of her enemies ; or to magnify the faults 
of poor human nature ; but this case Airnishes 
a beacon light, and is a warning to all now 
living, who may hear thereof. The sacred 
Scriptures justify the course, by presenting as 
wanmigs the fsdl of nations aiid individaab. 

Digitized by Google 



a RECOLLECTIONS OF THE FAST. 

E. C* continued to travel £dt a few suoceeding 
years after leaving Saratoga circuit, and was 
exceedingly popular wherever he went But 
in those daye we had no ^^ garden spots," as sta* 
tions, exc^t in a few of the larger cities. Our 
circuits were extenave, and the labor and suf* 
fering great, when compared with what it now 
is in the same territory. And though £. C. had 
health, and a good constitution, yet he considered 
the labors and privations too great to be endured. 
The writer has distinctly in his reooUecticm the 
lecture or advice given him by the same E. C. 
when he first mounted his horse with his port- 
vianteau under him to commence the work of 
an itinerant pr^u^her. The interview was on 
the highway where we happened to meet on 
horseback, and was closed lay E. C. saying, '< The 
itinerant Hfe is a good schpol, but it is a severe 
Oiia^^yoa have but a gloomy i»rofpect before 
you for file present li&-*-I think a young man 
qi your dreumstanees can do better." It may 
well be supposed, aft^ receiving «uoh advice 
from one to whom I had formerly kxdied as to 
a father^ that a gloom, at least for a time, over« 
spread my mind as I passed onward in my 
solitary way. But I will here state, that after 
trying the itinenint life for thirty-six years, aod 
paoauic OY^ some pf the reughy as wdl m aome 
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oi the smooth paths^ had I mj Ufb to live over 
again, !( know of no employment or situation 
this side of heaven that I would prefer before 
that of an itinei'cmt Methodi$t preacier, thou^ 
it should be in Oregon, Africa, ^r China« 

But I will return to the history of E. CL 
After traveling a few ye^^, he located and enr 
tered into the .mercajatile business, and, as was ' 
the custom^ of the times^ sold, with other eofmr 
modities, spirituous iiquc»*$» But it was not long 
before he learned, or professed to have leaoaed, 
that a glass of brandy was an excellent thing io 
£^ve an appetite for his meals. But his dift* 
coveries did not end in this ; he found, as he 
professed^ that -a glass of Inrandy after meals 
lyas an excellent thing to promote digestion* 
Proceeding in this course, he soon saw that he 
must be liable to be arraigned by the discipline 
of the church. He, therefore, before any ^arge 
was preferred against him, formally withdrew 
from the church, soon failed in business, and got 
an appointment as ch^dain in the army, it being 
in the time of our last war with Great Britain. 
Here he went swijftly down the dedivity of in^ 
temperance ; and when in 1814 the writer was 
stationed at Paris, and on a certain sabbath 
morning was proceeding to open the religious 
exercises of the hour, this same E. Q. staggered 
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into the house, and threw himself into a seat 
near the door. But O ! how wofullj changed I 
The gentleman, the Christian, the minister, 
v^e all lost in thei)loated, filth j, and brutalized 
drunkard. So overpowering was the sight that 
I was obliged to suspend the services for some 
time, before I could recover strength, and com- 
posure suffident to proceed. When the services 
were conduded, he blundei^ed out of the house 
— ^I followed hkn into the street — spoke kindly 
to him— -led him to a seat by the side of 
the walk — sat dewn with "him, and threw my 
arms around his neck, filthy and disgusting 
as he was, and gave vent to my feelings in a 
flood of tears which could not, for a long time, 
be restrained. But, alas! no heart but that 
of a drunkard was there ; my tears and entreaties 
only met with* the r^ly, in a crusty voice, 
^ fWrery man must be his own judge of the 
course he thinks propa* to pursue." The re- 
mainder of this sad ipie shall be briefly told. 
He was shortly after *his visited with a pa- 
ralytic stroke, and was earned from town to 
town, in a helpless condition, back to the place 
6f his nativity, where he soon died without any 
visible token of a chafl^e of mind for the better. 
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NUMBER VI. 

In the summer of 1801 Zenas Covel and 
Alexander Morton were appointed to Saratoga 
drcuit, and soon after their arrival a quarterly 
meeting was held in the north part of Johnstown, 
then Montgomery county, in a neighborhood 
4;alled Kingeborough. And, as was the custom 
of those days, the brethren from abroad were 
enjtertained by the famines in the vicinity of the 
meeting, not in pairs but by do^ns. Some 
thirty or forty (including the writer) were on 
this occasion invited to the house of William 
^Bentley. After the evening prayer meeting, 
the male portion of the company retired to the 
chamber for lodging, where wh#,are sometimes 
called $eld-beds were prepared, being a|^read 
along upon the floor. Whai all had Isdn down, 
and each was probably breathing out a silent 
prayer, suddenly there was such a manifestation 
of the divine presence, that nearly, if not quite 
every individual in the chamber started from 
his pillow, and in some way gave evidence that 
he felt the heavenly influence that seemed to 
pervade the entire chamber. Bursts of praise 
to God broke forth, though in a gentle and sub- 
dued t<me, which seemed to say, God is here. 
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In the love-feast, on sabbath morning, there 
were some shouts of praise to God, mingled 
with the relation of Christian experience, in which 
many were ready and even anxious to bear a 
part In the midst of this exercise, brother 
Covel, our new minister, arose and stated, that 
in the pladie where he first united with the 
church, the practice of saying Amen, and of 
praising God audibly, except in singing, was 
very rare. That afler he had commenced trayel-* 
ing as an itinerant preacher, he attended a 
love-feast, "^ere many became, as he thought^ 
indecently noisy, which gave him great dissatis* 
faction, and as soon as the love^feast dos^d, he 
retired to a grove, a short distance from the 
place of the meeting, and, with a heavy heart 
and weeping, ^es, pondered upon the scene 
whi(^ he Imd just witnessed, and came to the 
conclusion that Methodism was ruined for ever 
for him — ^t^iat though he loved har doctrines, 
he could no longer remain a member of the 
church, and must seek a home with some other 
denomination, or strive to get to heaven alcme. 
With these views and feelings, he started to 
get his bridle, catch his horse, and leave the 
meeting. But he concluded he would first 
kneel down and pray that Gk>d would dire^ 
him,andif he was wrong, to show him the righl 
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way. Wliile pleading with God tliat if the 
^Etult was in himself he mi^t be made sensible 
of it, the Holy Spirit descended upon him as he 
had never felt it before. He fell prostrate on 
the ground^ and praised God m a voice so load 
that the people at the meetiiig heard hipi, and 
as it was during the intermission between love- 
feast and public preaching, several came* where 
he was, with whcun he r^umed to the meeting, 
without any wish to take his horse «id leave. 

Subsequently to this a quarterly meeting was 
held in Northampton, several miles north of 
what used to be called the fish-house, on the 
Sacnndago River, which is the west branch of 
the Hudson. One circumstance which trans- 
pired at this meeting is worthy of notice. The 
meeting was held in a large bam, the female 
part of the oongregatioii occupying the floor, 
while the men occij^ied the hay or mow. While 
the prayer meeting on Saturday afternoon was 
progressing in a good spirit, a wagon was driven 
up, in which was a number of young persons, 
of both sexes. They came in high glee, alight- 
ed from the wagon, and after standing awhile 
at the door, and listening to several prayers 
from some of the females, one of the young 
women from the wagon pressed through the 
crowd, declaring she would pull down the wsxt 
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female that attempted to pray. Accordinglj, 
as one commenced praying she laid hold of her 
hair and drew her backward, and when another 
commenced she treated her in like manner. This 
produced a great excitement throughout the 
congregation, and yet no forcible means were 
used to tx)mpel the young Woman to cease from 
her rudeness ; but several of the females com- 
menced praying that God would lay his liand 
upon her, and show her and her companions 
that he could vindicate his own cause, and pro- 
tect his people. The spirit of these praying 
females seemed to be instantly diffused through 
the praying part of the asseitibly, as by a flash 
of electricity : and I have often thought that if 
I ever saw a company of praying people agreed 
as touching one thing, it was on that occasion. 
While lips and heart were thus employed, thiy 
rude young woman seemed at once paralyzed, 
and stood like a statue, a deatii-like paleness 
came over her countenance, she trembled and 
fell to the floor as one dead. A loud shriek was 
uttered by her companions at the door; and 
after a short pause, two young men, who had 
accompanied her to the place, pressed through 
the crowd, though with as much apparent alarm 
as though they had been approaching a loaded 
cannon, ready to be discharged, laid hold of her 
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dodiing, and drew her through the congregatioDy 
and through, the yard, which had recently been 
wet by a shower; with her garments jtom and 
besmeared with mud and manure^ they threw 
her into the wagon, which the rest of die com- 
pany entered with all possible haste, and drove 
away with speed. What became of her after- 
ward I never learned. 



NUMBER vn. 

Whbn I commenced these sketches, I thought 
and stated that I should say as little of myself 
as consistently I could, and I still wish to do so. 
But I find as I proceed that ^^ I " must be writ- 
ten much oftener than was at first intended, or 
the drcumstaaces cannot be stated which I wi^ 
to give. I might indeed have adopted the use 
of the third person, but as some great men have 
done this, I apprehend that should I do it some 
might think that I was trying to crowd myself 
into their ranks. So I must communicate as 
though I were conversing familiarly with afriend : 
and if you, Mr. £ditor, or any of your readers, 
think it not useful to continue their publication, 
let me have a hint to that effect, either privately 
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or through the columns of the Advocate, and I 
pledge myself to receiye it kindly, and stop at 
once* 

In I8O4 soon afler I commenced speaking in 
public, by way of exhortation and preaching, I 
made a visit to Brookfield, then. Chenango, now 
Madiscm county, where some of my family con- 
nections then resided. The country was new, 
and religious privileges were few and far be- 
tween. There were some Methodists in the 
south part of the town, but in the north and- 
western parts but little was known or said about 
religious things. On the next sabbath after my 
arrival, I was introduced mto a Bjqatist meeting, 
and the minister requested me to preach in hia 
stead, to which I consented; and when the 
meeting was closed, a gentleman arose in the 
congregation and stated that he had just finished 
a large bam, which was then entirely empty, it 
being not yet harvest-time^ and requested me 
to make an appointment there in the a^moon 
of that day. The appointment was accordingly 
made. The weather was delightful, and a mul- 
titude came together at the hour appointed, and 
found the bam handsomely seated for their ao- 
o(Hnmodation, and a convenient stand for the 
speaker* The meeting conmienced in a good 
spirit, many were deeply affected, and before 
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the dose two professed to have found {>eace in 
bdieving on the Saviour. 

A request was made for another appointment, 
which w^ accordingly made for the afternoon 
of the sabbath two wee^s from that day. An- 
other gentleman requested that an appointment 
a^iould be made at his house, which was a few 
miles distant, for the morning of the same day. 
This was also acceded to. But this latter ap- 
pointment Jbecame the source of great uneasi- 
ness to my mind. I had learned that there was 
much in the aei^borhood that was forbidding. 
I regretted that the appointment was made, and 
as the day approached I became more and more 
distressed ; and when the sabbath came when . 
I was to go, my burden of mind became almost 
insupportable. I thought of staying awa;^, but 
this I did not dare to do. I moved toward the 
place with a heavy heart, being confident that I 
could say nothing by way of preaching or ex- 
hortation. A little relief was however derived# 
from being persuaded in iny mind that very 
few would be in attendance — that I would go 
and pray with, and disnnss tliem, and make no 
more appointments. But as I ascended a hill 
which overlooked the vale in which ^e house 
stood, my heart sunk like a stone within me, 
when I saw thf people on the move in every 
3 
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4iractiaii, gatheno^ to the ^^pointed {^aoe of 
meeting. It was a new tfaxng, aod coriosify led 
many to the place, while some wepe influenced 
by a higher and purer motive. By the time I 
had arrived at the house it was full to overflow- 
ing, while manj were about the door who could 
not obtain an entrance. But I fdt that I was 
(iumb and could not Bpeaki After tying my 
bcnrse, instead of going into the house, I went to 
a little g^ve or thicket, at some distance^ and 
strove t0 pray ; but I could utter no mc^e than, 
Irford have mercy upim me, for I can neither 
preeucitk, exhort, nor (Nmy. 

I concluded to go to the house and honestly 
tell the people that I could ss^ nothiiig to them, 
and dismiss them. Returning to the road, I 
met a young man going to the meeting, who had 
recently received lieense to exhort. I told him 
the state <^ mind I was in, that I could say 
nothing to the people, and requested him to go 
In and address them. To this he would not 
ccmsent, which gready increased my affliction, 
and I v^ily ^lou^t that he was one ci the 
most uncling of men. I thentold him I would 
go to^e house and read a hymn, which he must 
sipg,for whidi he bad a good voice, and I would 
th€fli try to pray, which was aU I could do, and 
tf te dare let Ike peqpie go wKbmit aayhig any- 
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thing to tiiem, he mast do so. WMIe the hynm 
was heing sung, the glocnn wMeh oversi^ead 
mj mind seemed to giye ^ay, like the receding 
of a dense cbud. I feu npon my knees, and 
vhile strmng to pray, the dood burst in twain, 
and tbo Sim of ri^il^eoomess ^bcme with briDiant 
rays upon my heart, and this text was with pe- 
eiUiar force impressed upon my mind: ^<The 
sluggard will not plough by reason o£ the edd, 
therefore shaU he beg in harv^est, and have no- 
thing.". Pror. XX, 4^ ITiis I took as a reproof 
tp myself, and I thought it would answer well 
ftu* the peq[>le present. I dierefore arose and 
gave it out God wrou^ powerfully among 
the pec^e; many wept, some cried for mercy, 
while a few rejoiced in God their SaviMar. My 
heart seemed whc^ subdued. I feh like a little 
diild, and I thought if it were necessary, I could 
dieerfuUy lay down and let ^[le people trample 
me bc^neath thdr feet, if they would but oome 
to the Saviour. In this frame of mind I started 
fer my afternoon appointment m the new bam, 
acc(Hnpanied by the exhorter mentioned above. 
. I felt very little inclination to converse, and we 
rode mo^y in silence. But, as I was medi- 
tating, it was su^ested to my mind, how you 
mistook in thinking you eould not preach — ^you 
can preach. I was not sensible at ^ tfeie, 
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what or from whence this was ; but in my mind 
I answered, Yes, I can preach. 

And with ihis feeling I arriyed at the place 
of meeting, and having taken my stand, the 
meeting was commenced. But there was a 
strange emptiness in reading the hjmn, and still 
more so in trying to pray ; and when I attempt- 
ed to give out a te±t, there was no light shining 
upon it, but all was darkness. The text was 
repeated once and again with an attempt to pro^ 
oeed, but it seemed that an adamantine waU 
surrounded me. I Sat down covered with con- 
fusion, while I heard it distinctly whispered 
through the congregatioii, ^'^What clan be the 
idatt^ with the preacher? he does not seem 
like the man he was two weeks ago." On that 
day I learned two important lessons, which have 
been of use to me up to the present time. And 
I do not know that I have, ever since that day, 
been so disheartened as to think of giving up 
the attempt to do as> well, as I could, or that I 
have ever been exalted above measure in think- 
ing that I had succeeded well. 

I will close this by stating that Grod carried 
on the work thus begun, and the lamented E. C, 
who was then traveling Westmoreland circuit, 
was sent for, and came and formed a society of 
some thirty members. 
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, NUMBER Vni. 

In 1804 Saratoga circuit was divided, and 
the western part took the name of Montgomery, 
which included the society to which I was at- 
taehed : and, in 1808, WilKam Keith and John 
Finegan were appointed to it. William Keith 
was one of the most lovely of mankind : and 
were I to write of him all that my feelings 
would dictate, those who never knew him would 
probably think me extravagant. ' My heart was 
united to him by a tie, which, so far as I can 
judge, was like that which united David and 
Jonathan. And though I shall not attempt to 
write all hi^ history with which I was acquamt- 
ed, yet I wish to state a few particulars which I 
had from his own mouth, with some of which I 
was personally a witness, or received from au* 
thentic sources. 

He was a native of Massachusetts, but came 
into the state of New-York while he was .yet 
young, and resided in the vicinity of Utica, 
when that place was yet in its infancy. After 
passing through various trials respecting Ms call 
to the ministry, he at length, in 1798, received 
a license to preach, and was soon after sent by 
the presiding elder as a helper on Albany cir- 
eoit Here he had to travel tluree hundred 
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mil«s every four weeks, imd mostly on foot^ 
through storms and deep snows, and sometimes 
m mud and wa^r, preachmg forty-three times 
every round; which so exhausted his pihysical 
powers, wluch were but feeble at best,^ that in 
the mcmth cf April he was oblige^ to desist 
&om his labors and return home. Before Jeav* 
ing the cin^t his elothes were so worn that 
Uiey were neither decent nor comfortable* A 
benevolent German, taking pity on him, gave 
him, on his leaving the. circuity a suit, the tex- 
ture and form of ti^ch comported with the 
usages of that pe(^le in thofte days. The warp 
was ai linen, the woof black and white wool 
minted, and then dressed by the fuller. Tim 
suit had been considerably worn previously to 
its being presented to brotlier Keith, and had 
the ii4)f>earance peculiar to that kind of do^ 
when the nap is worn off. But the diiBculty ia 
the case was, the Grerman was a large, stout- 
built man, but brother Keith was ccHnpamtively 
small and slender. It may therefore readily be 
eonceived, that it was not what a gentlemaa of 
&e shears would call a good fit. However, it 
was a case of necessity^ and he tibanked his 
benelaot(»*, put them cm^ and started for home. 
Being feeble m health, and traveling on foot in 
m tmmoSw^l^ seaao^^ <^ Ihe y^w^^e y^m 
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several days in Bisoompliahing his journey. Oa 
his way he fell in with a man going to the plaee 
where his friends resided^ which was then called 
Deerfield, lying on 4;he north side of the Mo^ 
hawk, and a few miles east of Utica. By this 
man he sent on an appointment to preach in tha 
school-hoase near where his fiiends resided, i»i 
a x^ertain erening, prevwusly to which he ex- 
expected to reach his home. The appointment 
was accordingly made, and when the evening 
Mrrived the sdiool<hoase was filled by the con- 
gr^ation, among whom were two gentlemen 
fiom Ut&a, who were members of the bar or 
were substitntes for such ; and were attend!]^ 
to legal concerns in that place. Some bnsinesa 
had led them to Beerfield on that evening f and 
calMng at a tayem near the school-honse, Und 
seemg the people gathering, they inquired the 
caose, and were informed that a young man 
was to preadi there that evenii^ After a litde 
consultation they concluded to go and hear* 
The pread^er had got in and taken a seat be- 
fore the arriyal of the two legal gentlemen; and 
they, when seated, seemed to be lookii:^ in- 
quiringly around for the preacher, not having 
any idea thai the young man in the antique 
dress was ^ person who was to <^kiatau 
BMsei^one <rftheinlnq9iiMd<a^ai 
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next seat, whetlier the preacher was present, 
and was answered in the affirmative, and his 
eye was directed to the young man in the gray 
suit sitting in the comer of the room. The 
man of law gazed at him for some time with 
apparent astonidunent ; and then, turning to 
his companion, said, ^^If that is the preacher, I 
think we shsdl get but little to-night.'' The 
other replied, " Don't be hasty in making your 
conclusion ; you can never tell how far a toad 
will hop from his appearance." v All thjb passed 
in hearing of the preacher. 

Little did these men know what was con- 
cealed within that apparently^ unseemly garb. 
Keith was well educated for the times and cir- 
cumstances in which he lived. His mind wa& 
stored with useful knowledge, especially the 
knowledge of human nature. His voice was 
like a well-tuned instrument, and at once flung 
a charm over and around his audience. The^ 
glance of his beaming yet gentle. eye was cal-- 
culated to produce emotionjin the heart suscep- 
tible of kinCfly feelings. But above all, God 
was in his heart, and his heart w:as in his work ; 
and a heavenly influence attended his ministrar 
tions. On the occasion I am describing, he 
had not proceeded &r before masty (^ his au- 
dieiicei, and efi|ie(»a% the two lawyers^ were 
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deeply aflfected. He continued to preach occa- 
sionally for several weeks in this place, and a 
goodly number were converted to Grod, and the 
two legal gentlemen were among the first. 
Brother Keith appears no more in the itinerant 
ranks until 1806. What tran^ired with him 
during this interval I shall leave unnoticed, 
save that before entering the second time into 
the itinerant work he was rendered very useM 
as a local preacher to the people dwelling be- 
tween Whitesboro and Rome^ where a glorious 
work of revival was conmlenCed and (juried on 
through his agency ; and many were ocmverted 
to God. And when, in 1812-13, I traveled 
over the same ground on Westmoreland circuit, 
his name was still among the people as ointment 
poured forth. There is a mournful pleasure 
now in calling to mind those seasons when I 
was favored with the privilege to hear him de- 
clare the counsel of God ; and when, with the 
naked sword of the word of God, he hunted the 
sinner fiom all his false refuges — drove him 
into a comer, and then aiming directly at his 
heart, offered him mercy in the name of Christ 
at every successive thrust, until his heart, bleed- 
ing with penitential grief, bowed to the Saviour 
and accepted ttiercy : and then, O how would 
he portray that mercy, and pour into the wwmdr 
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ed heart the balm of the divine prcMpises, hqIiI 
ike wounded spirit was healed, and made to 
sing redeeming lore ! 

It was generally the case that where, and 
whenever he addressed a congregation,' his au- 
dience felt that they were list^oing to one who 
had authority higher Uian any earthly power 
could give. In 1809 he was stationed in the 
city of New- York ; and a brother from that citj 
informed me that the church in that place re-* 
joiced greatly when he came among them. . But 
their hopes, which had been highly raised were 
soon blighted. He preached, I befieve, but 
three times, or three sabbaths, when the iatal 
consumption, to which he had long been pre* 
disposed, suddenly prostrated his physical sys- 
tem. He lingered for some months on tibe 
shore of time, suffering much, but with the pa- 
tience and meekness of the lamb; and then 
passed calmly away to his final rest* how 
unsearchable are the counsels of Jehovah I — a 
Keith, a Summerfield, with many others, have 
been taken away at a time when it seemed that the 
diurch and the world could not well do without 
their services. But God has shown us that he 
is not dependent upon these or any other agen- 
cies. BefSare dosing this, I wish to refer the 
veadev to ^« meimir of this blessed xaaii, writ- 
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ten hj Dr. Bangs, wldcli mfty be foimd in the 
Minutes of the conferences for 1811, where it u 
stated that '^ he possessed the happy art of ex* 
pressing much useM matter in a £sw yirell cho* 
sen words." The doctor, who had lived several 
months under the same roof with him, adds the 
fdlowing : ^ He had failings, no doubt, but ad 
the writer of this was unacquainted with them, 
he cannot tell what they were." O, that I and 
my bretlffenin ike ministry may Kve, and labor, 
and die like William Keith ! 



NUMBER IX. 

Ik ld07,atacamp meeting held at Niaketiii% 
between Troy and Sehenectady, I first becamo 
ftoquainted witib the eccentric Lor^ozo Dow, 
who was at thai time, I Uiink, in possessi^ of a 
truly Christian spirit, though extremely odd aad 
exceptionable in his manners. He seemed to 
possess the ability, or art, to transform himsetf 
into almost any^ and every human diaiacter. 
He could become ludicrous in the extreme-^ 
could satirize or speak konicaily to admiration; 
and yet I have heard Ima deHver some of the 
most solemn disoratses to whidi I ever listened. 
M iboB camp raeetang he had gl^ea ofibqi* (o 
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some of the multitiide by his cutdng remarks^ 
and a number had associ9t6d together without 
the camp, and formed a company of fi*om fifty 
to one hundred, and chosen a leader or captain, 
and having armed themselves with clubs, were 
preparing to march into the camp ground, and 
take Dow by force, and carry him off and punish 
him at their leisure, for the insult which he had 
offered to them. 

Dow got information of their moyements, 
before they were ready to enter the camp, and 
determined to go out and meet them. Several 
friends strove to dissuade him from this, but he 
had made up his mind ; and taking Peggy, his 
wife, by the arm, he immediately started for the 
road, which was some fifty rods distant I im- 
mediately followed, to see what would be tiie 
result On coniing to the highway where were 
hundreds, perhaps thousands, (^people, he asked 
leave of the owner of a huxter's establishment, 
to stand in the door of his shanty and address the 
people ; but the occupant objected, saying that 
should he do it, his building would be torn down 
at once, and his goods destroyed. He then 
made application to one or two others who had 
similar establishments, but being reftised by idl, 
he went to a stump where a large oak tree had 
lat^y. been fidleor and there taking his stand, 
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oommenced. addressing the multitude, who im- 
mediately gathered around him. Presently the 
hostile band were seen approaching and pressing 
through the crowd, preceded by^ their leader, a 
large and lion-like looking man, whose mouth, 
like that of many who followed him, was full of 
cursing and bitterness. They pressed on until 
the leader stood directly £EU»ng Dow, at the foot 
of the stump. 

He there paused for a moment or two while 
the speaker looked him fall in the face, and 
continued his discourse. Some one of the band 
from the rear called out with an oath, *^ Why 
don't you knock him down ?" and many voices 
were soon raised, crying, " Pull him down, knock 
him down.'* But the speaker continued, and the 
leader stood silent and almost motionless, when 
some who were in the rear attempted to press 
through to the stump, being impalient at the 
delay of their leader. But on their coming up, 
and making an attempt to pull Dow from the 
stump, the leader called out, " Let him alone 
until he has finished his speech." But many 
voices replied, with awful oaths, that they 
would have him down at once. Their <te.ptain 
then raising his club, cried out in a threatening 
voice, " Let him alone, until he has -finished his 
discourse," and added, " I will knock down *he 
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fhnt man that attempts to disturb him jontil h« 
has finiftb<^ his speech." This brought them to 
a full stafid: for I suppose thej knew the man 
whom they had chosf^ as their leader, and did 
not think it safe to proy<^e his wrath against 
themselves. 

Dow went on with a solemn address for the 
space of thirty minqtes or more, f^iid when he 
had dosed, the captain or leader ofifered him Ins 
hand to assist him down from ^e stump, and 
asked him, in a very civil manner^ where he 
wished to go; Dow informed him that his de- 
sign was to return to the camp ground. The 
other replied, <^ Here are men that will injure 
you if they can, but if you will accept my ser- 
vices, I will not leave you till I see you safe 
among your friends." Dow thanked him, and 
he t&^ called out, <' Who of you will unite with 
me to see this man safe among his friends on 
the camp ground?" Some twenty re^[K)nded, 
"I wilL" Dow then to<^ his wife by the arm, 
and these volunteers formed around them, and 
in that order they marched to the ground, the 
leader having notified all, that if any one oj6fered 
any violence it would be at his periL 

At this meeting Dow gave something like a 
pxt^^tic view of the future state <^ the world 
an4 of the ebsmk, wUdb made « de^ impres- 
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sion on mj xomdy and led me te watch more 
^doselj tibe progress of events as they have since 
tran^ired. I will not here d^ail the national 
events to whidi he alluded^ but will give two 
particulars ccmceming the diurch, which he tdd 
us we might look for within the next fifty years. 
Ilie first was the revival of the power and in- 
fiaenoe of the Oinrch oi Bcmie^ and that it wooM 
be espedally realized in these United States; 
and that if not ourselves, yet scmie of oar chil- 
dren mighty through that power and influence, 
be called to seal their testimony for Christ with 
dieir blood. Now all this seemed very inproba- 
Ue, as the Tsapsl power was at that time pros- 
trated by the French Bevolution, and the sub- 
sequent reign of Napoleon Bmu^arte; and 
ccmiparatively little was known of that church 
in this country except what was found in the 
history of former ages. The second item in this 
seemingly prophetic declaration was, that the 
Church of En^and would, either secretly or 
openly, bec(»ne a co-worker with the agents ofthe 
Oburch of Rome in re-establishing its power and 
influence. Also that as the Protestant Episcopal 
Church in this country S3m^thized with, or was 
influenced by, the Church of England, we might 
expect to find men among ourselves who would 
lend their aid to bring about these results. 
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I shall make no ccmiment on the above. I 
singly give the statement as I received it. 
I do not wish anj of my readers to receive the 
impression from what I have here written, that 
I indorse or approve of the course pursued by 
Lorenzo Dow. I believe he was once influenced 
by a good Spirit, while many of his sayings and 
doings were decidedly wrong, and this I have 
told him in unequivocal terms. 

Before closing this, I probably ought to state, 
that I consider the case of Lorenzo Bow a warn- 
ing to all men who are inclined to follow loi 
eccentric course. An indulgence in oddities, 
cant, and witticisms, I have no doubt, led him 
from that simplicity and humility which he once 
possessed, into another spirit which was not in 
accordance with true piety. And when I saw 
him in later years, I looked upon him as a fallen 
man, and shorn of the strength which he once 
had. I once heard one of these eccentric cha- 
racters say, ** Werfe I to leave off my peculiari- 
ties, and preach like other men, I should lose my 
popularity at once, and people would not flock 
after me as they now do." Here is the d««iger, 
and here I believe Lorenzo Dow fell. Let ot^rs 
take warning. 
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NUMEER X. 

In May, 1810, 1 was admitted on probation 
as an itinerant preacher in the New-York Con- 
ference, which held its session that year in Pitts- 
field, Mass., and was appointed to the Delaware 
circitit, with John Hine, a native of the dty 
of New- York, and of German extraction. He 
was not & man of splendid or shining talents ; 
but of a meek and humble spirit, always esteem- 
ing others better than himself, and seemed ever 
anxious that others should be honored rather 
than himself; and I have often thought that he 
caine nearel* than any other man of my acquaint- 
ance exemplifying that language or sentiment 
of a poetj which says : — 

" Make me little and unknown, 
Loved and prized by God alone." 

Bishop Asbury used to keep a private memo- 
randum of all the preachers throughout the whole 
connection, wherein he noted down their various 
talents and qualifications for the work of the 
ministry. Brother Kline informed me that he 
once called at the bishop's room, who was iken 
spending a few days in the city of New- York, 
and the bishop, step{»ng out for a few moments, 
left him in the room alone, and seeing a book 
4 
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lying upon the table near him, he took it up, 
and opening it, the first thing upon which his 
eye rested was, " John Kline, a man of small 
preaching talents, hut. thought to be very pious 
imd useful/' He did not seem displeased at the 
discovery of the estimate made of his^ preaching 
talents,, but went cheerfully on in his work for 
Beveral following year^. His circumstances as 
to property were easy and independent; and 
bis heart was full of benevolence, in the mani- 
festation of whibh he closely followed the rule 
laid down by his divine Master : *J But when 
thou doest ahns, let not thy left hand know what 
thy right hand dojeth." I have known a case 
where a benevolent , object was presented, and 
after subscribing liberally himself he urged a 
poor brother who was presetit to subscribe five 
dollars to the same object. The poor man 
replied that as he had not the^ means he did not 
dare to give the pledge. Brother Kline privately 
slipped the money into his hacnd, saying, " It is a 
satisfaction to givcj and I want you to share a 
part of it." Had he sought the praise of men, 
he would no doubt have added this sum to 
his own subscription. Many like cases could 
be referred to. 

After the lapse of a few years, brother 
Kline, seeing that men (^ superior talents were 
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multiplTiiig in the charcli, began to indalge 
the idea that he was no longer needed in the 
itinerant ranks^— that whal; he was capable <^ 
doing, he could as well or better do in a local 
sphere — that he then should not stand in the 
way of some who could do the work much bet- 
ter than hknself. The last time I saw him was 
in the dty of New- York, in 1816, when he 
communicated to me the state of his mind on the 
subject I plainlj told him I considered it a 
temptati<« from the enemy, and eamestlj en- 
treated him not to yield to it-^hat if he did I. 
feared it would be disjdeasing to God, and an 
injury to himsdf. He promised me to recon- 
sider the whole matter, and then act according 
to the best Hght he <x)uld obtain. I saw him no 
more, but sOon after learned that he had located. 
He came into this part of the state, and settled 
in Elmira — ^went into some speculations which 
involved him in many perplexing cares, as well 
as pecuniary loss^ — and while getting some 
lumber down the Susquehannah River his health 
was greatly exposed and injured. 

Calling for the night at a public house near 
the river, he informed the family that he was 
very unwell and wished to retire early. He was 
shown to a room, and the lady of the house 
seeming to feel much interested for him, had 
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agreed to bring him sometliiDg to take after 
he had retired. She accordingly went to his 
room, and on opening the door found him on 
his knees by the side of the bed in prayer. 
The next morning he was found in his bed a 
corpse. 

The year we spent t<^ther on Delaware cir- 
cuit was one of great labor ; we having to ride 
nearly four hundred miles every four weeks, 
and preach about thirty times. The circuit 
embraced a part of Belaware,^ Otsego, and 
Schoharie counties ; the country was mountain- 
ous, giving rise to the head waters of the Sus- 
quehannah, Delaware, and Schoharie Rivers; 
and in some parts the roads were new, very 
rough, and passable only on foot or on horse- 
back. It will, perhaps, amuse the reader, and 
also give him some idea of the state of the roads 
on some parts of our field of labor, to state here 
tlie direction given me by a German whom I 
met, while passing for the first time around the 
circuit, and of whom I inquired if he could tell 
me the way to " Sapbush," which was the neigh- 
borhood name for one of our appointments^ 
His answer was, " Dat I can — ^you muss take up 
about a quarter or half a mile yet ufif dis roat, an 
« den you will come py a little pritge, an dat pritge 
you muss turn over, and when you have tomt 
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dat pritge over, you will come py a little roat 
on dat site (raising his left arm) dat gose right 
up de hill, and dat kill you muss take up, and 
when you haff took dat hill up, you will come to 
a roat where da/re iss no roat, and dat you muss 
take.*' But, though we had hard toiling, God 
waa graciously pdeased to bless our feeble efforts, 
especially in some paits of the circuit, which 
will be more particularly described hereafter. 



NUMBER XI. 

In my last I promised to give some ftirther 
account of our labors oti Delaware circuit. And 
it may b^ proper here to 6tate, that Methodist 
preachers in those days had dtfficuMes and op- 
position to encounter, which are comparatively 
little known at the present day. I will give a 
case on each of these points. On one occasion, 
after preaching in the afternoon, seeing the to- 
kens of a snow storm, to which the mountain- 
ous regions of this country are, in the winter 
season, very subject, and the snow sometimes 
falls to a great depth in a short time, I thought 
I would try to rieach the place of my next ap- 
pointment that evening ; lest I should be uni^le 
to pass the moontaiQ which lay between, if I 
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waited till the next day. I accordingly started ; 
but my progress up the mountain was very slow» 
there being only an imperfect path through the 
^ow, which already lay deep upon the ground, 
I had proceeded but a little way up the mount- 
ain, when the snow comm^iced falling yery fast» 
and the wind increased to a strong gale ; so that 
when I had gained the summit of the mountain^ 
my path was completely filled, and night had 
closed around me, adding terror to the storm— 
my knees were ploughing through the snow, 
while on my horse---I could s^e no path — ^was 
yet at a considerable distance from the dwelling 
of any human being — ^the cold was becoming 
more and more intense, and I thought it proba- 
ble that the snows would become both my wind- 
ing sheet and grave, at least for the present 
However, I slowly worked my way down the- 
mountain, until providentially I met with a man 
who had been to a mill with an ox-team, whose 
course intersected mine, just at the point where 
I met him: and mutually encouraging each 
other, we worked our way onward nmtil we came 
to ground less elevated, where the snow had not 
fjEtllen to so great a depth, and the winds were 
less severe. We also soon came to a more 
beaten track: and at a late hour I arrived at the 
bouse of a iNrother Holbert, where every atten- 

Digitized by Google- 



RECOLLECTIONS OF THE PAST. 55 

tion wa9 paid to me which kindness could sug* 
gest^ I will now present a case, showing what 
kiml of oi^>osition we had to contend with. A 
certam preachef, of the genuine Antinomian 
stamp, followed us from appointment to appoint- 
ment, on the eastern part of our circuit; 'warn- 
ing the people against false teachers, and gave 
ihem three signs or marks hy which they might 
know them. The first was, they carried the 
doctrine of self-denial so far, that they Would 
not allow a man to take a glass of rum to cheer 
his spirits. The second was, they preached 
that Christ died for all men, and that salvation 
was free for all upon the same conditions. And 
thirdly, they preached that men might, and ought 
to be holy in the present life. It would proba- 
bly seem too much like trifling to give a de- 
scription of his attempt to show the incorrect-^ 
Bess of these doctrines. I will, however, give 
his reasons for rejecting the doctrine of holiness. 
Having given previous notice of his intention 
to show the impossibiHty of attaining such a 
state in this Hfe, he took for Ins-text, Isa. vi, 5 : 
"Then said I, Wo is me I for I am undone ; be- 
cause I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell 
in the ttidtt of a people of unclean lips." He 
stated that Isaiah was one of the holiest men 
that ever lived upon the earth : and yet he was 
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imdean, aad all about him were in the same 
condition. And here I will remark, that per- 
sons who are but slightlj-, if at all, acquainted 
with the Bible, maj be induced to receive al- 
most any dogma which an artful impostor mkj 
present. And I wonder not that the Romish 
priesthood are so hostiib to the Bible : let it be 
generally diffused and read, and their craft is at 
an end. 

In this case, when we csone, and read and ex- 
pounded the verses immedia^ly following his 
text, which it would seem he carefully kept 
back, the people at once saw the incorrectness 
of his stat^nent. The sixth and seventh verses 
read as follows : " Then flew one of the sera- 
phim .unto me, having a live coal in his hand^ 
which he had taken with the tongs from off the 
holy altar : and he laid it upon my mouth, and 
said, Lo, this hath touched thy lips ; and thine 
iniquity is taken- away, and thy s^in is purged." 

A.t a place on the Cati^ill turnpike, near .ihe 
head waters of the Schoharie River, lived a man 
by the name of Stephens, who kept a public house 
or tavern, in which, according to the custom o^^ 
those times, was a large ball-room, forty feet la 
length. The lady of this house was, qp had been, 
a member of our church ; and having attended 
preaching at one of our appointmei|t§r«he invited 
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118 to come €Uid preach in the ball-room. An ap- 
pointment was accordingly made : and I shill 
never forget the sensations I had when I first 
took the fiddler's desk in that room, to preach the 
gospel of God our Saviour, and present to an 
assembled multitude the solemn scenes of an 
eternal world, in a place where there had be-^ 
fore been exhibited naught but vanity and mirth. 
And never had I before so realized what the 
prophet expressed, ( Jer. xx, 9,) when he said, 
>< But his word was in my heart as a burning 
fire shut up in my bones." I wish I could de- 
scribe what I then felt, and not ofiend the read- 
er. Bat I fear I cannot do it in terms suffi- 
ciently self-humiliating. I will only say, there 
was a power attending the word that was not of 
man. Many hard hearts were melted — ^many 
careless one* were brou^t to repentance* Seve- 
ral of the Stephens family, consisting of sons 
and daughters, were converted. Yfun amuse- 
ments in that place ceased — ^and although the 
old gentleman did not profess to be converted, 
yet the intoxicating cup I believe was banished 
from the house. At any rate we saw it no 
more : and a good society was formed, which 
was prospering, when we left. The pfoprietor 
of this tavern also ovmed a mill which was near 
by, and a man by the name of Giles Barclay 
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was empl(^ed as the miller : tiimself and wife 
were very pious Christians, and he had a sister 
Catharine residing with him, who I then thought, 
and still think, was one of the most holj and 
devoted persons I ever saw. On a certain sab- 
bath af^r preaching in the ball-room, a prayer 
meeting was appointed for the evening at tht 
house of this bjrother Barclay, who was now our 
leader in that place. At this |>rayer jueeting the 
Lord manifested himself in an unusual manner 
— filling the hearts of the little company of be-^ 
lievers "unutterably full of glory and of God." 
Some who were not present at the commence* 
ment of the meeting, either hearing the sounds 
or having been informed by some who had been 
present, came to see and hear what was going 
on : and not a single person, I believe, who was 
unccmverted, came over the threshold of that 
door on that night who was not immediately 
struck undea* powerful conviction of sin; and 
some cried aloud for mercy. The next menu-* 
lug's sun shone upon us before we were aware 
that the night had passed away, and found us 
still praying and praising. But I caanot put 
upon this sheet all I wish to say of this circuit, 
and subjects connected with its history, and 
must, therefore, reserve the remainder for m 
future c(Hnmunication. 
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NUMBER XII. 

Is the town of Broome, iSchoharie county^ 
lived a certain Jadge Reynolds, who, in the year 
1808, had been brought to the knowledge 4>f 
Ae truth in a manner somewhat remarkable. 
And though the judge may stiU be living, and 
the persons whose names I shall introduce as 
having been connected with, or actors in, the 
drcnmstances of his conversion, are still living ; 
yet &B several of my friends have expressed a 
desire ^at I would give names, where it can be 
done with propriety ; and as those whom I shall 
name are mostly like myself, old and superannu- 
ated, I shall probably not excite their vanity by 
stating what may be considered as praiseworthy. 

The judge was Hie son of a Presbyterian or 
G>ngregational: minister : yet from some cause, 
he in early life embraced deistical sentiments, 
which he continued to hold and advocate until 
he was more than fifty years of age. StiU he 
wa^ a man of unblemished character, and stood 
high in ihe estimation of community : and was 
the supervisor of the town in which he lived, for 
many years from its organization — ^held the 
o£Gioe of colonel in the regiment — and was at the 
time of which I am writing a judge of the court 
in Schoharie county. 
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In the former part of the year 1808 he be- 
came greatly disquieted in mind-^his deistical 
sentiments were no longer satisfactory ; and still 
he was unable entirely to ca^t them off, and re- 
c^ve the Bible as a^ revelation from Gk)d. But 
his trouble of mind so increased, that his nights 
were frequently nearly sleepless ; and he lost 
his reHsh even for necessary food. At length, 
in his broken slumbers, he dreamed that if he 
would go to the village of New-Durham, which 
was a few nules distant, he would meet with a 
man who would a3sist him in finding his way 
out of his present troubles of mind : and the 
person of the iadividual was so distuictly 
presented A/l^ his mind, that he was sure he 
E^ould at once recognise him, if he should meet 
him, although it was a person he had never seen. 
H6 awoke, and related to his wife what he had 
dreamed ; and this dream wa^ repeated to the 
third time before morning. When the morning 
came, his wife advised him by all means to gd 
to the village, and see if his dream would be, re- 
alized. After hesitating fco* some time, he final- 
ly got his horse and started. But as he rode 
along, he began to think that it was very foolish 
in him to go in search of a person whom he had 
never seen ; and only because of a representa- 
tion made to his mind in a dream. BesideS) he 
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thought that every one who saw him knew the 
errand on which he was going. This last thought 
so affected his mind, that he turned his horse to 
go bade. But upon further reflection, he con- 
cluded that as he was so. frequently riding about 
upon public business, he mi^t safely proceed to 
the village, and if be saw nothing x)f the person 
who was presented to his mind in his dream, he 
could return home, and his ol^ct might still re- 
main a secret to others. 

He, therefore, rode x>n ; and on entering the 
village, which was mainly built on one long 
street, he saw the person who had been present- 
ed to his mind in his dream advancing toward 
him from the other end of the villagflk He rode 
on until the person was nearly opposite to him 
on the sidewalk, and was about turning in at a 
gate. It was a trying moment with the judge, 
for how to introduce himself and his errand he 
could hardly determine. But as so much of 
his dream had been realized, he thought he 
would try to muster sufficient self-command to 
speak to the man; which he accordingly«did, 
and informed the stranger that he wished to 
have a little private conversation with him. 
The stranger invited him to alight and walk in, 
for he had met him just opposite his own house. 

On going in, the judge frankly told the state 
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of his mind, and the story of his dream, and re- 
quested advice. A long conversation ensued 
in which the mind of the judge was much re- 
lieved on some points, and he was advised to 
go and hear the Methodist preachers, who 
preached in his nei^borhood. The person who 
^ve this advice was Henry Stead, now a su- 
perannuated preacher of the Troy Conference : 
and the preachers who were then traveling Al- 
bany circuit, which extended into the vicinity 
of the judge's residence, were Datus Ensign and 
Samuel Howe ; both c^ whom are still living 
and also superannuated .members of the Troy 
Conference. 

The judge, in compliance with the adyice he 
had received, attended the preaching, and was 
soon enabled to believe on the Lord Jesus Christ 
as his Saviour. As is common in such cases, 
the judge became strongly attached to the 
preachers then upon the circuit ; and the idea 
of their leaving gave him great uneasiness. 
However, the day of their departure at length 
came — ^the preachers made their last visit to his 
house, and took their leave. It was a painful 
hour to the judge ; and he, as a last act before 
they left, purchased a hymn-book of them, as a 
sort of memento, and thai followed them with 
his eyes until they were out of sight. He then 
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said to his wife, who had also been made a par^ 
taker of the heavenly gift, " Though the preach- 
ers are gone, and we can never expect to be- 
come attached to any others who may succeed 
ihem, yet we must try to serve God, though it 
be alone.'' In their grief and tears at parting 
with their spiritual guides, they sat down to see 
what they could find that was interesting in the 
hymn-book which they had just purchased. On 
opening it and reading the first hymn, the judge 
was greatly surprised and delighted, and said to 
his wife : " I presume they have got all the ex- 
cellences of the book > into this first hymn." 
But as they read on, they were more and more 
delighted with the evangelical strains of that in- 
comparable book. 

At the dose of that year, the appointment in 
the judge's neighborhood was taken from Alba- 
ny circuit, and attached to Delaware ; to which, 
at the next conference, Hugh Armstrong and 
Cyprian H. Gridley were appointed. Of bro- 
tiier Armstrcmg I shall say more hereafter. Bn^ 
iher Gridley, who of the two first visited the 
judge on their coming to the circuit, was a man 
of small stature, and very youthful in his ap- 
pearance: and on his introducing himself as a 
Methodist preacher, who had come to labor on 
the circuit, the judge privately said to his wife> 
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" There, you see H is as we feared — ^what have 
we to expect from this boy ?" The judge left 
the house and went to a grove, there to spend 
the day in weeping in remembrance of the mi- 
nisters who had left them. Brother Gridley 
inquired of sister Reynolds, if an appointment 
could be circulated so as to have preaching to- 
ward evening: she thought it might be done, 
and s^it a boy on horseback to notify the people 
of the neighborhood. 

The judge remained in his retirement until 
he saw the people gathering for preaching, when 
he also returned to the house ; but being yet in 
tears, he took a seat in the comer of a room^ 
where an opened door nearly hid him from the 
view of the congregation. Brother Gridley 
commenced the religious exercises, and while 
he was ofiering his first prayer the judge verily 
thought, as he afterward told me, that the house 
was full of angels. Such a prayer he thought 
he had never before heard. When prayer was 
ended, the judge ventured to take a mcMre pro- 
minent position, and listened to the sermon with 
much satisfaction. As soon as the exercises 
were closed, he said to sister Reynolds : " Wife, 
I guess the Methodist preachers are like the 
hymns in the hymn-book : when we read the 
first hymn, we thought all the good was there ; 
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b«t AS we read cm we found it was not tl^ 
tase, and so we have found in regard to the 
preachers." 

This brother Gridley was, for a number 
of years, a superannuated member of the Troy 
Conference, but at present, I believe, sustmna 
an effective relation. Of Judge ReyAolds I 
could write many things, but will only add — ^he 
became a, most effident leader. His was not 
a monotonous manner of using stereotyped 
phrases ; he had something suited to every case, 
and he searched, as far as possible, every nook 
and comer of the hearty that he might under- 
stand each case. 



NUMBER Xm. 

In my last I promised to give some further 
account of Hugh Armstrong: and I am the 
more strongly inclined to do this from the con- 
sideration that it has been our usage to insert 
no memoir in the annual Minutes of those who 
die in the itinerant ranks before they have 
finished th^ probation. This vtssige was never 
in accordance with my view* of propriety; for 
when a man has done honor to Hitliself, and the 
cause of God among us, why should his friends 
5 
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and the world be left in ignorance of the caiose, 
when they see his .name appears no more among 
his brethren ? Wliy give occasion to any to in- 
fer that he h»d proved himself unworthjy of the 
confidence and {^)probation of the church ? For 
one, I think it ought not so to be. ■■■''-■■ 

Hugh Armstrong was a native of Ireland, 
and was married before leaving his native land. 
At what time he arrived in this country ^ I ^can- 
not flow positively ^y; though it could not 
have been more than a year or two previously 
to his entrance into the itinerancy. His physical 
form was tall and well proportioned. His coun- 
tenance beamed with benignity and intelligence,' 
and was at once prepossessing. His mind was 
stored with useful knowledge ; and though his 
voice w^s not the most agreeable, yet his man- 
ner was such as to command at once the atten- 
tion of his audience. His stay with us was but 
short ; and this undoubte^y was the reason why 
his worth was not generally known. Bishop 
Asbury and Dr. Bangs, I think, and perlu^s a 
few others, had become sufficiently acquainted 
with him to look upon him as one who gave 
promise of great usefulness to the church. 
• Brother Armstrong was admitted on trial in 
the New- York Conference in 1809, and ap- 
pointed to Delaware circuit, as heretofore stated, 
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where Ire labored with great acceptability and 
ueefttkiess, and greatly endeared kimself to the 
people. But notwithstanding his strong and 
healthful appearance, there was a defect in the 
vital organs; and before the close of his first 
year in the itinerancy, symptoms of the fatal con- 
sumption began: to develop themselves. In 1 8 1 
he was appointed to Schenectady circuit ; but 
his health continued to decline, so that he was 
soon compelled to desist from preaching. He 
returned to Delaware circuit, and engaged in 
teaching a small school in the neighborhood 
where my family resided ; which gave me an 
opportunity to become more intimately ac- 
quainted with him than was the privilege of 
any other of his brethren ; and many were the 
agreeable and happy hours which we spent to- 
gether. He was able to continue his school but 
for *a short time, when his health was so im- 
paired that he gave up all business, and made a 
trial of several remedies for the restoration of 
his health. He continued however slill to de- 
cline until the spring of 1811, when my own 
health had become so impaired, through labor 
and exposure to storms during the winter, that, 
by the advice of physicians and Mends, we 
agreed to take a journey together, and by easy 
stages, in our own conveyance, to go to New- 
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York imd attend tbe session of the conferenee, 
and try the effects of sea air. "We set ^at ac- 
cordingly, and proceeded slowly ob; but as 
soon as we felt the breezes from tlie sea, he be- 
gan to sink much more r^idly than he had 
done before ; \?hile it was like a healing balm 
to me. But as his parents and friends resided 
in the city, he did not immediately return, as 
would probably have been the more prudent 
course in view of his health ; and in a few days 
he commenced Weeding at the lungs, and the 
probability was that death would speedily ensue. 
While I was making short excursions about 
Long Island and the shores of New-Jersey, he 
sent a message to me, desiring me to come to 
his father's house, where he then was, without 
delay. I accordingly hastened to comply with 
his request; but I can never describe what I 
felt on my arrival at his father's house. I foood 
the place a miserable drunkery, and was sur- 
rounded by such a class of community as usually 
gather at such places. And though it is pain- 
ful to me to state it) yet I Qondudcfd that both 
&ther and mother were too much under the in- 
fluence of the intoxicating cup to pay smtable 
attention to their noble, worthy, and suffering 
son. O alcohol ! what hast diou done !— or, r»n 
ther, what hast thou not done^ to destroy tbe 
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peace, character, and happiness of tndmdtiald, 
families, and communities! How lost to all 
generous, noble,^ humane, imd moral feelings 
must that mian be, yv^o, at this time, can deal 
out the deadly draught to his fellow-man ! I 
tiiink one of t]iese hmnan fiends, a short time 
since, made the most consistent declaration con- 
cerning his business of any whom I have ever 
known. It was on the day of an election, when, 
haring d^osited his vote In (^position to cold 
water rnen^ he said, " I will now go home and 
sell whisky like the devil,*' 

But to return from this digression. Brother 
Armstrong said to me, " You see my situation, 
and I ask it ai| alast favor, that you will find a 
retired place forme, where I may die in peace.** 
I aoooidingly ^et out, and at length succeeded 
in finding a smaU room, far up Broadway, on 
% second fioor, which I engaged at <me dollar 
per month. I then went to a livery staUe^md 
hired a horse and carriage, and, with someils-' 
sistance, got him seated therein, when the blood 
ecHnmenced flowing copiously from his hmgs,! 
which he disdiarged into a vessel fitting upon 
his lap. O, what an hour was that! There 
was my friend and brother, wl»>m I loved and 
honored seated in the street; his life-blood fisi^ 
flo«kig o«W X dared not altempt to move the 
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carriage, or to remove him back to the house, 
lest it should increase the dischai^ of blood. 
I therefore sat down on one side of him, and bis 
amiable and sympathizing wife on the other, and 
for some lime not a word was spoken, but we 
silently awaited the event, thinking it probable 
that he would die there in the street ; while the 
busy multitude were passing and repaerang, 
without knowing or noticing what was trans- 
piring in that carriage. But at length the he- 
morrhage ceased, and we slowly moved to the 
place procured ; and there this great and good 
man lingered and suffered for a £ew days, and 
then departed in peace. 

Brother Armstrong possessed but little of 
this world's goods ; and when he was thus pros- 
trated by sickness, was entirely dependent upon 
others. And here I wish to bear my testimony 
to the kindness and liberality of the church in 
New-York ; for the same day on which I con- 
veyed brother Armstrong to his litde rocnn, I 
went among the brethren in the city and made 
his case known, and raised in a few hours, by 
private donations, seventy-five dollars, which 
supplied his immediate wants; and while he 
lived he was made as comfortable as his situa- 
tion would admit c£. 

Before ck)siiig tMs aocoimt^ I widi to state 
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the substance of the last conversation which I 
had with brother Armstrong, which was after 
his remoml to the room where he finished his 
sufferings. In speaking of the trials to which 
the ministry in our church are exposed, he said 
the greatest trial with which he had met, during 
his short experience, was a spirit of covetous- 
ness in the church: that ^ough there were 
noble and honorable exceptions, yet he thought, 
Uiat, as a general thing, we were far behind 
most other denominations in our contributions 
of pecuniary aid to tiie cause of God and be- 
nevidence. 



NUMBER XIV. 

At the session of the New- York Conference 
m 1811 I was, at my own request, transferred 
to the Genesee Conference, which held its second 
session at Paris in July following : and was ap- 
pointed that year to Chenango circuit,' with 
£benezer White and Charles Giles. ' With such 
colleagues, on such a circuit, my situation could 
not but be agreeable, unless made otherwise by 
myself. . 

Of brother Giles I need not write, as he is 
fitiU living among his brethren. But of Eben- 
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czer White, it may be said as was said of Ben- 
nett Kendrick, "What pen can write his worth?" 
He was unquestionably one of the mo^t useful 
men ever connected with the Genesee Confer- 
ence. Holiness was his theme in public and in 
private. But he was not one of those who pro- 
fess and talk of holiness, and then disgrace or 
contradict their profession by irritability and 
peevishness ; or by trifling and vain conversa- 
tion, or by exalting himself and denouncing 
others. He was humble, gentle, and of a meek 
and quiet spirit ; ai^ his profession of hoUi^ess^ 
was not in word and tongue only, but was most 
forcibly proclaimed by his spirit and life. His 
manners were plain yet dignified — ^his style in 
preaching was chaste, manly, and solemn. He 
aimed to inform the judgment and win the heart; 
and probably-few have succeeded better in ac- 
complishing this object 

There are many sesds to his ministry still 
living ; but perhaps many more who have ^ne 
to meet him in the spirit world. He had natu*- 
rally a strong and vigovous phy^cal frames 
l)ut one of his lower limbs having been frac^ 
tured in the early part <^ Ms ministry, and never 
properly restored, became the source of great 
pain and suffering to the end of hia life ; and 
o^ton have I 9een«him on, hia kaaos <m i^ dmr 
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or Stool, Mke tbe venerated Asbury, and in 
that position pouring forth the glorious truths 
of the gospel, and beseeching sinners to be 
reconciled to God. But like many other bright 
and shining lights, he has disappeared from our 
hemkphere, and is, without doubt, now running 
his course in a brighter and purer world. He 
was taken suddenly and unexpectedly from us 
by the epidemic which prevailed so extensively 
through our country in the. time of our last war 
with England ; and at a time when it se^ioed 
we most needed his labora and coai^el^. But 
He who took him had the right, and "co^fld* ai^ 
did raise up others to supply his placfe. - (See- 
his memoir in the Minutes for 1813.) 

A circumstance occurred while I was^ travel- 
ing Chenango circuit, which is w<Ml;hy of being 
preserved, as a warning tp those who are.neg^ 
looting the great interests- of their soujs^ whiles 
they acknowledge the truth and importance of 
religion. A young man by the name of Joseph 
L., who had a piou» mother and sister, who o^n 
prayed for . and admonished him, waa in the 
habit of saying to them, " Dont give yourselves 
so much trouble about me ; I intend to be a 
Christian before I die, but I am not ready yet" 
As is ever the case under such eircumstances> 
he became more and more hardened and daring 
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in sin, until on a certain sabbath mornings when 
the family were preparing to go to the place of 
religious worship, and supposed that Joseph was 
going to- accompany them; when they were 
nearly ready to start, jrtie sister learned that her 
brother, instead of accompanying them to the 
place of worship, was going to a publia house, 
to meet some of his comrades in sin and folly. 

She immediately went to his room, and ask- 
ing him to be seated, she threw her arms about 
his neck, and falling upon her knees at his feet, 
entreated him to change his purpose, and ac- 
company them to the house of God. But he 
answered as heretofore, by saying, f^ I have 
often told you not to concern yourself so much 
about me ; I intend to be a Christian before I 
die, but I am not ready yet" So saying, he 
tore himself frcnn his sister, and said with an 
oath as he left the room, "I will have at least 
one frolic more ;" and rushing from the house 
he mounted his horse, which stood ready saddled 
at ihe door. But he had gone perhaps not more 
than thirty rods from the house, be^e a solitary 
tree, which stood by the road-side, was, by a 
sudden gust of wind, thrown directly across his 
path, and in an instant ended his earthly ca- 
reer. His youthfol yet manly form lay mangled 
upon the ground. 
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My appointment on that sabbath morning 
was in that neighborhood, and such another 
scene I hope never to witness. The wail of 
that sister seemed enough to melt the hardest 
heart, while she cried, "O Joseph, Joseph! — 
Could I but have had hope in his death, I would 
have bowed in submission to the will of Heaven. 
But how can I bear the thought that he is gone 
under circumstances that forbid the indulgence 
of hope I" I was called to attend on the follow- 
ing day, and address that stricken family, and 
the sympathizing congregiation who assembled 
to perform the last sad office for one so lately 
blooming in health, and promi;:?ing hijn^lf a 
long life, and a future opportunity W. prepare 
for death. May it be a warning to^ aA& hce&d 
by, all who read this imperfect j^t(>tt?h of thait 
scene! 

I will next introduce a cir(!umstanoc of a more 
pleasant character, and one that goes directly to 
show the wisdom and importance of that ques- 
tion, which, according to our rules, is put to 
every preacher who is admitted into full con- 
nection in the itinerant ministry, viz. : " Will 
you diligently instruct the children in every 
place ?" And I will add, if in one point of duty 
I have failed more than in others, it is here : 
and I have reasons for believing that many of 
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my brethren in the mimstrj, both oM and young, 
might safely make the same concession. Had 
I my work to do over again, 1 would be doubly 
diligent in this duty. But to my story. 

In my regular rounds upon the circuit I used 
frequently to call at the house of a brother Skin- 
ner in Sherburne, where I used to see a little 
lad, perhaps twelve or fourteen years of age, a 
brother of sister Skinner, of modest and retiring 
manners, but who seemed always deeply inte- 
rested in religious conversation and the worship 
of Grod. At my first interview with the famjly 
this lad drew my attention, and the more I be- 
came acquainted with them, the more strcmgly 
were my feelings enlisted in his favor and be- 
half, and I used to enter frequently into con- 
versation with him on the subject of his soul's 
salvation. After a few interviews, I found him 
raticmally and deeply convinced of sin, and 
truly penitent. He shortly found the peace of 
God in the forgiveness of sin, through faith in 
Christ, and was admitted into the church. 

On leaving the circuit I saw him no more, 
until the session of the Genesee Conference at 
Lansing, previously to its division, when a stnuw 
ger came into the conference room, and a bro- 
ther informed me that he was a presiding elder 
frma the Pittsboq^ Conftrence. He had not 
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yet been introduced to us, and I had not there- 
fore heard his name.. At the close of the morn- 
ing session he came to me, and called me bj 
name. I remarked to him that I did not recog- 
nize him. " Well," said he, " I distinctly recol- 
lect what you said to me when I was a small 
boy, sitting in the comer at brother Skinner's, 
in Sherburne, and my name is Zara Coston. 
Thoste who are familiar with Ihe Minutes of 
our annual^ conferences wi^ recollect that bro- 
ther Coston lias been, for a number of years, a 
presiding elder in the Pittsburgh Cdjaference. 

In connection with the above I will give an- 
other case, which,, though it did not transpira 
on the same circuit, yet ^oes directjy to show 
the permanency of ^ ©i^rly impressions on the 
human mind. While I was a local preacher^ I 
used frequently to visit the north part of Johns- 
town, then in Montgomery county, to spend the 
sabbath ; and in those visits, used to call at the 
house of a brother C, whose youngest daughter 
is now the wife of one of our most talented and 
respectable ministers. I had not seen her from 
the days of her childhood, until several years 
after her marriage, when, passing through the 
place where she and her husband resided, I 
called to make th^n a short visit. The brother 
met me at the door, and informed me tiuit his 
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wife was dangerously sick of a fever, and that I 
should probably take but little or no satisfaction 
in my visit, as his wife was under the influence 
of delirium the most of the time. He, however, 
wished me to go in, which I did, and on enter- 
ing the sick room, the sufferer lay with her face 
turned to the wall, and did not notice my en- 
trance. After standing for a few minutes in 
silence, she turned, and fixing her eyes intently 
upon me, her husband inquired of her, if she 
thought she knew me. She immediately re- 
plied, "I do indeed know him,'* and readily men- 
tioned my name ; at the same time saying to' 
her husband, " I distinctly remember what he 
said to me the last time I ever saw him, until 
now, when I was sitting on his lap in my father's 
house." At the time to which she referred she 
must have been only three or four years of 
age. 



NUMBER XV. 

Our conference for 181^ had been appointed 
at Niagara, Upper Canada. But previously to 
the time of its meeting, the late war between 
this country and Great Britain was proclaimed : 
that part of the conference within the United 
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States were, therefore, obliged to find some 
other place to hold their session. Fbr some 
time we were in a state of suspense, no. one 
having authority to make another appointment. 
But at length. Bishop Asbury assumed the re- 
sponsibility to appoint it at Judge Dorsey^s, in 
Lyons, then in Ontario country, N. Y., where 
it had held its first session two years before. 

We assembled accordingly : and what a sim- 
ple-hearted, loving, happy little company we 
were ; numbering only forty-eight, members and 
probationers aU told, excepting those in Canada. 
But we seenied to be all of one heart and mind ; 
aiming at the single object to ^orify Gk}d in the 
salvation of souls. No jealousy, no bickerings, 
no strife but to excel in doing good, were in our 
ranks or borders : for preachers and people were 
generally of one spirit. The preachers were 
ready to receive their appointments without 
choosing ; and the people were ready to receive 
the preachers without selecting for themselves 
beforehand. 

If there were exceptions to the above de- 
scription, they were few. I often look back to 
those days with mingled feelings of pleasure 
and pjun. In some things we have undoubtedly 
improved ; in others, I think we have not. I 
am no croaker, and do ' not intend to utter 
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denunciations against my brethren in the 
ministry or niembership : and yet I cannot but 
desire and pray, that in some things we might 
return to the simplicity and spirit of former 
days. Some who read this will probably say, 
^ This is the language, and these are the yiews, 
of an old man." This is true ; and were I not 
old, I should not be able to compare the present 
with former times from personal observation. 
And afler making all proper allowance for the 
feelings and views of an old man, I cannot but 
think that some even of mi/ younger brethren are 
prepared, from histmc information, to concede, 
that in some things, at least, we have dhtoged, 
not for the better. 

At this conference I was admitted into full 
connection, and ordained a deacon by the ven- 
erable Bishop Asbury, together •mik P. HoUett, 
J. Huestis, S. Mattison, S. L. Rawley, W. Brown, 
R. Farley, J. Kinkaid, D. Barnes, N. Bigelow, 
S. Thompson, and B. G. Paddock: some of 
whom have finished their course and gone to 
their last accoimt ; while others, like myself, are 
still lingering on the shores of time. 

The sessions of our conference were held, 
and the solemn rite of ordination performed, in 
Judge Dorsey's storehouse, or granary, the 
frame of which, I believe, is still standing, 
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liKragh removed from its former site and covered 
anew. From this conference I was removed to 
West Moreland circuity with A. Cummings, 
whwe W. B. Lacey had traveled the preceding 
year, and where he probably had during the 
year made arrangements for leaving our diurch, 
and unidng with the Protestant Episcopalians. 
He was appointed this year to Herkimer circuit; 
but in the course of a few weeks offered himself 
io. the last-named church — ^was accepted, and 
eame to serve a congregation at Paris Hill; 
which at that time was included in Westmore- 
land eirciAt. He had many warm friends on iMs 
circuit, and had calculated that at least one Imlf of 
the membership would follow him to that church. 
This was a time of trial and great solicitude 
with my colleague and mysel£r But God inter* 
posed. Mr. Lacey was d!biqf>pointed, and the 
ehurch was saved from being^^e&t (yt divided in 
any degree. He did in one instance so £ar suc- 
ceed as to induce one of our most wealthy mem- 
bers with his wife to withdraw from our churdi. 
But before they had united with his, the lac|y 
was taken dangerously sick, and expected to 
survive but a short time. Being in that part 
of the circuit, a messenger came from them to 
me, at a late hour of the night, desiring me to 
vint them immediately. In ocnnpliance, I a#^ 
6 
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eompanied the messenger to their house; and 
as doon as I arrived, the lady, who supposed she 
had but a short time to live, desired me to be 
seated by her bedside, and immediately com-, 
menced making the most humble confession of 
her error in leaving the church ; and desired to 
know of me if I would- take the responsibility 
upon myself to receive her confession and bear 
it to the church, and register her name that 
night upon its records, saying she could not die 
in peace until this was done. When I told her 
I would do so, she thanked me most heartily, 
sajing, " When this is done, I ha^lB nothing 
more to ask, only that Grod wfll forgive my 
error, for the discovery of which I am thankful 
to him." She, however, finally recovered fipom 
this sickness, and proved the sincerity of her 
repentance by coming to the church, as soon as 
her state of health would allow, and personally, 
together with her husband, humbly asking to be 
forgiven, dnd restored to the fellowship and 
confidence of the churdi. This was readily 
granted, and for years afterward they were an 
honor and a blessing to it 

The name of this brother stands honorably 
connected with the early history of the Wes- 
leyan University a^t Middletown, as one of its 
officers and most liberal patrons. But they 
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Slave bodi passed away from earth, and h&yey 
no doubt, entered upon their reward in heaven. 
It wad during this time of trial, occasioned by 
the efforts of Mr. Lacey to divide the church, 
that I was^ led to seek for closer communion 
with God ; idiich I then found, and4)y which I 
was greatly supported and comforted. 



NUMBER XVI. 

OuB conference for 1813 was held in West- 
moreland, and was attended by Bishops Asbury 
and M'Kendree. v The former exhibited the 
strength of habit in his disapprobation of the 
practice, which had very generally obtained 
amcmg the preachers, of wearing pantaloons. 
Of the whole number belonging to our con- 
ference, Seth !Afottisop alone, I believe, wore 
his knee-buckkis and gaiters; which was the 
bishop's manner in drefis. On the arrival of 
brother Mattison, the l^shop m^fested his c^h 
probatioii by eml^*acing him i^i^toftfyily. 

At this conference I wa3.td|i^|»oshted to 
Westmoreland circuit, and had for m'^oHeague 
Thomas Thorp, a young man who had traveled 
one year on probation in the New-York Con- 
ference, but was now transferred to ours throu^ 

Digitized by Google 



84 BSCOLLECTIOirS OF THE PJLST. 

the influence of his colleague, on account of » 
jnatrimoDial engagen^nt into which he had en* 
tered during his first year's probation. The 
transfer I ihink was injudicious^ and greatly to 
the injury of the young man. But I charge 
nothing against the episcopacy i tbey must have 
been uninformed as to the peculiar facts or cir- 
cumstances of the case. 

Thomas Thorp was a young man of mind 
and talents quite above mediocrity. His sense 
of honor and propriety was enlightened and 
elevated. He had the advantages of a classical 
education, and his mind was stored with a fund 
of general knowledge^ surpassing that of most 
young men of his age. His views of CJhristian 
theology were orthodox and clear. But the 
iatal consumption had early marked him as its 
victim : and his removal to such a distance from 
the object of his choice and afiections, and under 
tuch circumstances, had, I think, a tendency to 
hasten his decline; He remained upon the cir- 
cuit but about half or two-thiids of a year, when 
his healUi became so impaired, and his mind 
so much affected, that he left the circuit with 
the design to visit the state of Connecticut, and 
by a few weeks' relaxation, he hoped to recruit 
his health and return to his field of labw. But 
he returned no more. 
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He was finally married to the objeet of hid 
choice ; who$ from the information I received, 
was a young lady of highly respectable eori- 
nections, and every way worthy of being the 
wife of a minister. I do not intend here to take 
part in the controversy respecting die "early 
marriage of ministers." But I cannot but be- 
lieve, that in this case great wrong ^md injury 
were done, in attempting to prevent the mar- 
riage of brother Thorp. Though he had not 
become generally known to the members of the 
New- York Conference — yet some of the aged 
^d influential members had discovered his 
worth ; and from the correspondence which Dr. 
Bangs held with me in reference to brother 
Thoip, I believe that he and some others ad- 
vocated his cause before the New- York Con- 
ference at its next session, and he wns retrans" 
ferred and became a member of that conlacelLce. 
But the fatid disease which had £i£teneil ufftui 
him brought him to the grave while lie-'jfibfl 
yet in Uie morning of Hfe. .1 ^ ^ ■% 

During the two years which I spent onlVfeati 
moreland circuit, the war raged, not only on the 
lines between the United States and Canada, 
but between parties at home ; and exerted a 
deleterious influence upon the cause of religion. 
There wen some who prt^iMsed to believe tbat 
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war was a great moral evil, and unjustifiable in 
any case, and especially in this ; and who, when 
they heard of any success or victory which 
crowned the American arms, would assume a 
doleful countenance, and deplore the ravages of 
war. But when they heard of a victory on the 
ude of the opposing party, and a defeat of out 
own, would kindle bonfires in the street, and 
ring the bells with a merry peel. This led me 
frequently to exclaim, How deceitful is the hu^ 
man heart ! and to ask. Who can show me an 
honest man ? But notwithstanding all our dif- 
ficulties, Grod carried on his workin some parts 
of the drcuit, and we had a goodly number of 
dear conversions and accessions to the church ; 
among whom were the Rev. D. A. Shepard of 
the Oneida Conference, and the Rev. Ansdni 
TuUer of the Bla<* River. 

Ailer an absence of some twenty years, I had 
occasion to pass through this region of country, 
and called to make a short visit among some of 
my old friends at Westmoreland. But alas, how 
soon the scene had changed ! Almost an entire 
generation had passed away; some three or 
fijur only of my former friends and acquaint- 
ances remained. Some had removed to other 
parts, but the greater humber had gone to the 
grave, and their places among the Uving were 
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suppKedby another generation."^ The venerable 
old church, which was a spiicious building, where 
we used to meet, and where we had enjoyed 
seasons of refreshing from the presence of the 
Lord never to be forgotten, and where an As- 
bury and a ^'Kendree had proclaimed the 
glorious truths of the gospel, was deserted, and 
a new one erected in a more central part of the 
town. All these circumstances combined, ex- 
cited feelings which I cannot describe. I 
obtained the key of the old church, and opened 
the door and entered alon6 the sacred place; 
and locking the door behind me, proceeded to 
the altar, axid called to mind the Tompkins, the 
Hannahs, and many others with whom I used 
to worship there, who were now tmmbered with 
the -dead; and falling on my knees before the 
altar, I prayed and wept imtil I could weep no 
more. It was to me a scdemn and profitable 
season. My old friend, the Rev. Daniel Seely, 
a local preacher of that place, was then one of 
the few survivors ; but he, shortly after my visits 
finished his course ia a good old age, and has 
gone, I trust, to his eternal rest. 
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NUMBER XVIi. 

OuB oopference held its fifth annual session 
mt Genoa, (now Lansing,) in July, 1814, at 
which Bishop M'Kendree presided, and by 
whom at this confbrenee I was ordained an 
elder, and appoiiDLted to Utiea circuit, and had 
lor my colleague Zentes Jones, now a superan- 
nuated member^ the Oneida Conference.^ We 
had been preceded on thi^^ circuit by Beth Mat- 
tifion and Jabea Treadwell: the latter was a 
young man who had been recommended from 
within the bounds of the New-York Conference, 
and was brought on4>y Bishop Asbury^ and ad^ 
mitted into ours. 

Jabea Treadwell was one of the loveliest of 
men: there was symmetry in his form, and 
beauty in his eountenaiice ; his voice was music, 
and his gealures in poblic sp^tiking appropriate 
and graceful In spirit he was meek and gentle 
as a lamb> yet full of holy zeal for the glory of 
God, and burning love for the souls of men ; 
and whenever he went, he won the hearts of all 
who loved goodness ; and Uiose who did not, were 
often made to tremble while he described the 
character of the divine Being, the purity of his 
law, and the just condemnation of the disobedi- 
* Died since this waa written. 
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ent He left many ^eals of his ministry on 
Udca drcuit. 

At the conference in 1814 he was appointed 
to a circuit which emhraoed the low and marshy 
land§ on the southern shore of Oneida Lake, 
where many feared to go on account of the mi- 
asma which was generated there. But Tread- 
well went cheerfully to his work, though many 
feared it would prove &tal to his health, if not 
to his life. He oommenced his labors with his 
usual zeal, and with brightening prospects of 
usefulness ; but was shortly after attacked by 
the fever which prevailed there, and was soon 
brought to the grave. But as he had lived, so 
he died — ^fuU of Iovq to God and man, and 
declaring his assuraaoe that the designs and 
will of God would be answered in his death, 
and that he felt fully reigned to whatever God 
should order. He was a native of the state of 
Ckmnecticut, where his parents and friends lived 
at the time of his dfsath ; he therefore suffered, 
and died, and was buried among strangers, who^ 
though they did everything in their power for 
his comfort and relief, could not fully supply the 
place of a tender and sympathizing mother and a 
beloved father. Sometimes, in paroxysms of di^ 
lirium, he would seem to imagine that his parents 
and friends were by his bedside, anc|(would address 
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t&em as if taking his leave of them in the most 
tender and affectionate manner. Here is an- 
other insjfeance of the inscrutable providence of 
God, that one so young, and giving promise of 
so niuch usefulness to ^e church and to the 
worid, should be thus cut off in the very morn- 
ing of manhood. This, also, is another occasion 
ibr regret, at least to myself, that our usage, to 
which I have heretofore refwred, is to leave 
unnoticed in our annual Minutes all such cases 
where the individual has not been admitted into 
fell ccmnection. Our beloved brother Mattison, 
whose Ipve for this young man was like that of 
Jonathan for David, wrote a short account of 
his gospel labors and death: but I do not 
know that that account is now in the hands of 
any. 

I have stated "above that my colleague on 
Uti<» circuit was Zenas Jones; and periiaps 
there never were two men more cordially 
united upon a circuit than we were. The war 
raged, and occupied to a great extent the pub- 
lic attention ; yet we had many gracious and 
refreshing seasons in ike different societies, and 
had some conversions and additions to the 
diurch. We had in the town of Litchfield what 
was called a union meeting house, built by 
Presbyterians, Baptists, and Methodists; but 
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las is the case in most instances of the kind, 
i^lstead of a unions it ^as a contention house. 
On one occasion we had a k>ye-feast and sacra- 
mental season i^^ypointed there, and Bishop 
M'EIendree passing through that part of the 
coontrj, called to spend ihe sabbath with us. 
When sabbath morning came, a certain man, 
who daimed to be a proprietor in the house, 
irent early in the morning and took one of the 
doors from the hinges, laid it down upon the 
floor, and sat down upon it, to prevent our hold- 
11^ the love-feast in due form. Having learned 
what was going on, I asked the bishop, if he 
was wilMng to preach in the grove, which was 
near by, to which he consented. We therefore 
gave up the love-feast, and before preaching 
held a meeting for prayer and speaking in the 
grove, having previously posted a man in front 
of ttie church-yard to notify the people where 
the meeting was, and to request all not to go to 
tiie duirch, so that the man had the privilege of 
sitdBg upon his door unnoticed by any one, until 
he was weary imd ashamed, when he got up 
and went home. 

While upon this circuit, I was attacked by a 
singular disease, which was attended by spasms 
of or about the heart, which were periodical, 
generally coming on in the morning, and several 
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times I thought they would produce sudd^t 
death. The pain was excruciating beyond 
description. On one occasion, attended by my 
colleague, I spent the night at the house of a 
brother Peak, in the town of Warren, Herkimer 
county, wheil, a^r rising in the momingy one 
of those spasms came upon me which was more 
severe than any which had preceded it. But 
after awhile it subside^ imd breakfast being 
ready, we sat down at the table, when a second 
fit came on, and I fell suddenly from my chair 
to Hie floor. * My colleague, who was sitting by 
my side, sprang to me and took me in his arms, 
and sat down upon the side of a bed, while for 
some time I was perfectly unconscious of everyr 
thing that was tranapiring around .me. The 
first thing I can recollect after dropping to the 
floor was the Toice of my collet^e, sayings 
"My brother, I belieye ypur work is done." 
These spasms, however, wore away, bea»ning 
lighter at each return after this severe attack, 
untn my health became as good as was usual 
for me. 
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NUMBER XVm. 

Our conference held its sixth session in 
Lyons, commencing June ^9, 1815, in the same 
building which had been preyiously occupied 
for- that purpose at Judge Dorsey^s, Bishop 
M'Kendree presiding. At this conference we 
elected eight delegates to attend and represent 
our conference in the second delegated Greneral 
Conference, which was to conyene in the dty 
of Baltimore, May 1, 1816. The delegates 
were Henry Ryan, William Case, Charles 
Giles, Abner Chase, George Gary, Chandley 
Lambert, SethJMattison, and Isaac Puffer. 

At this conference I received my appoint- 
ment to Paris, now called Sauquoit^ which was 
the first station formed within the bounds of 
what is now called the three conferences, ani 
which was one of the oldest societies in Western 
New-York. We had during the year great 
peace and unity in the society, except some 
trifling dissension between political parties, who 
justified, and who condemned the war, which 
happily was closed during the year, and the 
proclamation of peace was received with gen- 
eral rejoicing. 

Li attending the General Conference, I had 
the satiftfkotion of seeing and forming an ao- 
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qnaintance with some of the first class of Meth^ 
odist preachers on this contment : such as Jesse 
Lee, Philip Bruce, Nelson Beed, and others 
of the same class, the most of whom have since 
gone to their rest and reward. Perhaps the 
venerable Ezekiel Cooper is now jthe only sur- 
vivor who can be considered as having belong* 
ed to that class of preachers. The conference 
at an early period of the session resolved to re- 
move the remains of Bishop Asbury from Vir- 
ginia, where lie la»d died, and been bdried in the 
latter part of March preceding, to the city of Bal- 
timore, to be deposited in a vault which was to 
be prepared for that purpose under the pulpit 
or recess of the church in Eutaw-street. John 
W. Bond, who had attended the bishop during 
the latter years of his Hfe, and at his death, was 
commissioned by the conference to superintend 
the removal. The original coffin was inclosed 
in lead, and put into another lined with pitch. 
When it arrived in front of .the church in Light- 
street, the conference immediately adjourned, 
and formed itself as a family of mourners, fol- 
lowed or attended by a numerous throng, sup- 
posed by some to be thirty thousand, and pro* 
ceeded to the Eutaw-st. church, where a short 
discourse was delivered by Bishop M'Kendree, 
whose healUi was too feeble to permit him to 
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«peak more thaa fifteen or twenty mmutes^ A 
funeral anthem was then sung hj the choir, afler 
which the body was deposited in the vault which 
had been prepared. 

While this service was b<^ng performed, and 
the multitude were pressed together, a swaim 
of pickpockets were busy at their accustomed 
work, and many lost their pocket-books, and 
some with a considerable amount of money. One 
preacher lost $400 of book money, and several 
others a less sum. Funeral ^ermons on the 
death of Bishop Asbury were preached in all 
our churches in the city on the following sab- 
bath* Bishop Asbui^ was certainly, in several 
respects, a very extraordinary man, and had I 
the ability to do so, I would with pleasure de- 
lineate his character, and the more readily, as I 
think too .little has been said and written of the 
zeal, labors, and sufferings of this apostolic man. 
He commanded a respect and veneration which 
no superintendent of our church at the present 
day can reasonably expect to receive: for 
though our present bishops may be woi^thy of 
honor, and perhaps " double honor," as " ruling 
well," yet they are but brethren ; while Asbury 
had a claim to the title and relation of father^ 
which no other man in our church had, or can 
have. I do not mean to say that he stood upon, 
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or urged this claiin, bnt that it was voluntarily 
rendered to him by most of those who were 
capable of discerning his character. When his 
lameness and decrepitude are taken into the 
account, the labors which he performed, in tra- 
veling and preaching, from one end of this con- 
tinent to the other, are truly astonishing. What 
his bufferings and privations were in an earlier 
day will probably never be ftiUy known in time. 
But in the later years of his life I ydtnessed 
some circumstances which are still fre^ in 
memory, one of which I will give. 

When, in 1810, the bishop was on his way to 
attend the first session of the Genesee Conf<a> 
ence, accompanied by Daniel Hitt, Henry Boehm, 
and several other preachers, he called and spent 
a few days with us at a camp meeting on Dela- 
ware circuit, where I was then stationed. From 
this meeting I accompanied them for a day or 
two, being acquainted with the geography of 
that part of the country. It was in the heat ci 
summer; and afler traveling until man and 
beast were weary and needed refreshment, we 
knew of no friendly family on whom we might 
call, for Methodists in that country were then 
few and far between ; and I do not know that 
any of our company had money sufficiently plen- 
ty to justify our calling at a public house. So 
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riding on slowly and &unt, we came to a wood, 
when the bishop ordered a halt. When all had 
dismounted, and our beasts were nipping the 
stinted growth of grass by the wayside, the 
bishop announced that under the seat of his 
two-wheeled diair, on which he rode, he had a 
few almdnd nuts, and directed that they should 
be taken out and spread upon the trunk of a 
fallen tree. When this was done, he devoutly 
asked a blessing thereon, and we were all invit- 
ed to share therein. When we had finish- 
ed our little repast, we started on again-r-the 
bishop appearing as cheerful as though he had 
dined at some richly furnished table. 

But to return to the conference. Our delib- 
erations proceeded with great unanimity of feel- 
ing, except when what was called the presiding 
elder question came up ; and even then there 
was great decorum in debate. 

At this session of the Greneral Conference, 
the Rev. R. R. Roberts and Enoch George 
were elected bishops of the Methodist Episco- 
pal Church : with the latter I afterward became 
more familiarly acquainted than with, any other 
of our superintendents, having been his travel- 
ing companion at different times for many hun- 
dred miles. And for apostolic simplicity and 
zealy I beUeve he has had few equals, and no 
7 
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superiors, since the commencement of the presents 
centorj. Many solemn and pleasant seasons 
have I spent with him in prayer, when, in the 
evening shades we have walked tpgether into 
the fields or ^ves. But I shall wish to wirite 
more of Bishop George than my present sheet 
will contain. I will therefo|*e reserve the re- 
iniunder fpr another number. 



NUMBER XIX. 

IPRorosBDin my last to say somethingmore 
of Bishop Greorge. But I am aware that my 
powers of description are quite too meagre for 
my subject ; yet I will state a few things of the 
man, and his manner or style of preaching. He 
Jiad an utter aversion to everything like show 
or parade ; and cared but little for appearances, 
or the customs of the world, and therefore could 
pever be persuaded to sit, that his likeness might 
be taken. He <Hice said to me when speaking 
on this subject, " If any painter ever gets my 
likeness to exhibi^ he shall steal it, or catch it 
flying." Though he was a warm friend of learn- 
ing andscience,.and spent a great number of years 
in teaching, yet he loathed the appearance of a 
pedantic diq^^y, or the foppery of learning. 
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Aft to his Style in preaching, those who have 
had the privilege to hear him will not think thern^ 
selves nnder any obligation to me for attempting 
to describe it. Y^ for the sake of tho&e who 
never heard^him, I will state, that his style was 
simple, chaste, and flowing — and at the same 
time pathetic beyond comparison — and his flight« 
gf eloquence were often overpowering, when ha 
would carry his congregaticm away as .with a 
flood, which was raised they knew not how. He 
used frequently to say^ ^^It is the granunatical 
eloquence of the Holy Ghost, that deeply, last- 
ingly, and profitably affects the hearts of men." 
He ever manifested a deep interest in the pros^ 
perity of the cause of God in general, but espe- 
cially for the Genesee Conference. This, his 
letters now in my possession will show, extracts 
fiom some of which I propose to give here- 
after. 

He seemed also to have a very favorable - 
opinion of the piety, zeal, and usefulness of the 
preadiers in this section of the church. I will 
here relate a circumstance which will go to con- 
firm this last statement. At the General Con- 
ference of 1820, which was held in the city of 
Baltimore, I was invited with several delegates 
from different conferences to dine on a given 
4&7 with a certain gentleman in the city. When 
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I arrived at the place, Jtunes Batemao, of the 
Philadelphia Conference, was relating what he 
had heard Bishop George say of the preachers 
of the Genesee Conference. That he (the bishop) 
always knew from his first acquaintance with 
Methodist preachers, that they would get men 
converted who would convert; but he never 
knew, until he visited the G«nesee Conference, 
that Methodist preachers would get men con- 
verted whether they iffould or not. That when 
he came to this conference, he found the preadi-^ 
ers laying siege to the hearts of men, and to a 
throne of grace, and that they took no denial 
from eai'th or Heaven, but struggled till they 
prevailed with both. Whatever of eulogy there 
was in this, belongs as much to the Oneida and 
Black River Conferences, as to the Genesee, 
for we were then all one. If this was then our 
character, it may be well to examine an4 in- 
quire, whether we have maintained, and are 
exhibiting it at the present day. Were I to 
hazard a comparison of the preaching of the 
former with the present time, and an inquiry 
whether the generality of sermons of the present 
day contain the same amount of experimental 
and practical divinity which they formerly did, 
or whether the labors of the study are not rather 
to trim and adorn the dishes in which the gospel 
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feast is served up, with fine-spun metaphysical 
or philosophical theories, which hate a tendency 
to bewilder the hearers, or to gather a profu- 
sion of flowers, which when thrown upon a 
congregation tendrather to suffocation, I should 
probably by so doing excite a smije from those 
who conclude that tie views and taste of an old 
man cannot accord with the improvements of the 
age, when everything goes by steam or by light- 
ning. ' ^ 

Let none suppose that I am objecting to a 
pore and elevated style of preaching. Such a 
style I l6Ve, and am gratified when it is exhibited 
by others, if I cannot attain to it myself, and 
perfectly abhor all clownish vulgarity in a minis- 
ter, in the pulpit or out of it. StDl, having had 
an oprporttmity within the last few months to 
listen to nnnisters of different denominations, I 
feel bound to say, that I have indulged fears, that 
there is a greater effort now being made to please 
the ear tllan to reach the heart, and bring men 
to the foot of the cross.^ The sword of the Spirit 
being muffled with silken wreaths cannot pene- 
trate the coat of mail with which sinners are 
clad. If I misjudge, I shall rejoice at being 
better informed. 

In connection with the above, I will introduce 
an extract fix»n one ci the letters oi 
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Greotge, to which I have heretofore referred. 
It is dated at Albany, August 6, 1820; 

"Mx Deab Brother, — ^This may serve as 
inforviatioii^ that under the protection 'of a good 
Providence I have ss^efy rellched Albany, and 
am now preparing to take my departure from 
Uiis part of the work J^r a'ccm^iderable time. 
Permit me to say that I leave your part of the 
work, that is to say, the Genesee Conference, 
with more than ordinary solicitude. -When I 
consider your toils and hardships in the field of 
labor, and how great things the. Lord hath done 
for you in days and years past, and how near 
you are being vanquished, my heart within me 
is pained, yea, greatly and sorely distressed.* 
I am now about to ask one favor, fiot^or myself 
but for Zion's sake, and that is, that my broiler 
would make an efibrt in all the quarterly 
conferences to introduce a spirit of fasting aad 
prayer, for a revival of the work of GM amcMoj^ 
you in general, that is to say, the conversion of 
souls ; and more e^>ecially that the great Head 
of the church may give the Spirit of holiness to 
the ministry and the membership. 

^' When the traveling and local preachers shall 

The bishop here alladeft to some difficulties which 
had fedaen amoaf «■ on iKx^oant of Ff#«ma«oiir]r. 
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jom to preach holiness, and practice holiness, 
then may you expect to see the garden of the 
Lord bloom with beauty and prosperity. I con- 
idude, with hoping you will make your best eflTorts 
for accomplishing this desiral^le object, and also 
that yoii will pmy for jour frigid and brotiier in 
Christ, Enoch Gtbokoe." 

I intend hereafter to give some ^ther extracts 
^m theee letters. 



NUMBER XX. 

The tmnmer of 1816 \7as emphatically styled 
^^thecddiummirf* and on returning from the 
Genend Conference to my charge at Paris, I 
endeavored to imj^ove the providenoe, by im- 
pressing the minds of the people with a sense 
of their entire dependence on God ; and that he 
oould easily deprive them, not only of the com- 
forts, but even o£ the necessaries of life. Many 
became seriously impressed, and great solem- 
nly appeared to rest upon the congregation 
generally, and gome of the members of the 
church were greatly quickened, and began to 
look with earnest expectation for a revival. 

I had also been encouraged by a dream, which 
I liAd previously to my appointment to this sta- 
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taon, to look lor sometluiig good to be accom- 
plished. I do not give the cbeam as having the 
autiiority of reyelation. Nor do I think that 
much confidence should be placed in dreams in 
general ; jet I think God may, and does, even 
at this di^, sometimes make impressions in this 
way. upon the minds of men, to serve particular 
purposes. And this, I believe, has been the 
opinion of some great and good men of the 
present century. Great care should, howeter, 
be taken, that we may not be led by dreams 
contrary tp what Gk>d has revealed in the 
Scriptures. The dream to which I have allud- 
ed was on this wise. When on my way to the 
conference at Lyons, fix>m which I received my 
appointment to this station, I called £(xc enter- 
tainment for the night at a smaUJiouse, which 
was denominated a tavern, near where Water- 
loo now stands, for we had no Methodists in 
that section at that time ; at least I knew (d* 
none. During the night I dreamed that I was 
at the conference, and heard my appointment 
read out for Paris, When this announcement 
was made, I felt very deeply, knowing there were 
difficulties and discouragements to be encoun*- 
tered. I left the conference room, as I thought^' 
and retired to a grove near by, and fell upon my 
knees and besought God f<H: help. While thus 
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engaged in prayer, I heard a yoice saying in a 
very audible and distinct manner, " Go on and 
do your duty, and you shall not labor in vain." 
I paused, and mquiringly asked, what I should 
see as the result of my laborsr But aU th^ 
answer I received was in the same words, and 
in the same audible and distinct manner, ^'Ch 
on and do your duty, and you thall not hhor in 
vainJ* 

In all the discouragements in the former part 
of this year's labor, this dream, and especially 
those impressive words, were present to my 
mind; and when I saw the seriousness which 
rested upon the congregation as above described, 
and the increasing spirit of prayer among the 
members of the church, I was greatly encour- 
aged. The first convert who came out, and 
publicly acknowledged what Xjrod had done ios 
his soul, was a young, gentleman whose name 
was Cyrenus Wilbur, who had a respectable 
standing in community, and who became very 
active and useful in the work which followed. 
This young man subsequently resided at Alexan- 
der, in Grenesee county. Whether he holds on 
his way, and continues to be useful in the church, 
I am not advised. This revival was more like 
a gentle and continued rain than like an over- 
whelming flood. Convictions were multiplied 
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And deepened ; and one ader another of the re- 
spectable part of commnnity came forward and 
proclaimed the mercy of Grod to their souls, or 
in tears requested an interest in the prayers of 
the church. 

So<m after this revival commenced, our con* 
ference assembled, according to previous ap- 
pointment, at Paris, which tended to deepen 
and extend the work. On the sabbath which 
was embraced in the -session of the conference, 
Bishop M'Kendree preached us a sermon, which, 
I doubt not, is remembered by many to the 
present time.- The multitude assembled on the 
ooeaaon was very great : the entire church was 
given up to the female part of the assembly, and 
even then, perhaps not one half of Aat class were 
able to get in. A staging was prepared, reach* 
ing through one of the windows of the church, 
the sash being removed, so that the bishop could 
stand within or without the house, as he might 
choose to vary his position ; and seats were pre- 
pared on the north side of the house, where the 
bishop stood, but not sufficient to accommodate 
more, perhaps, than one-fimrth of the assembly. 
The greater part were therefore obliged to stand, 
or lose the opportunity to hear. The bishop 
took his stand; but Uie current of air was so 
strong through the window, aM his asthmatie 
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Affection was so severe, that he hesitated to 
commence. After standing a short time, he 
called me to him and said, ^'I think I cannot 
Aucceed in an attempt to speak here/' I told 
him if he thought he eonld not preach there, we 
would clear Ms way ta the pulpit, and those who 
oould not hear must bear their disappomtment 
He paused again for a moment, and then stoop- 
ing down toward me, as I stood iipofi the floor, 
said with a smile which was peculiar to himself, 
<*I will try it here in the name of the Lord." 
That expression and that smile are as vividly 
before my mind now, as though it were but 
yesterday. He commenced and gave out a 
hymn : after this was sung, he knelt upon the 
Staging, and while at prayer his voice became 
more and more clear and strong. He arose 
and gave out his text, 1 Cor. i, 22, 23, 24: 
*^ For the Jews require a sign, and the Greeks 
seek after wisdom. But we preach Christ 
crucified, unto the Jews a stumbling block, and 
unto the Greeks foolishness ; but unto them 
which are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ 
the power of Grod, and the wisdom of God." 
He proceeded for a few minutes, and was evi- 
dently rising above all his embarrassments, and 
exclaimed, ^ Thanks be to Grod, the shackles 
itfre all off, there is no trammeling her« now I** 
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I can only say, What a sermon ! and what a 
power attended it ! , 

There were present to hear this sermon 
several ministers of different denominations 
besides our own ; and when the services were 
closed, there was an inquiry among them, one 
(>f another, what they thought of the sermon. 

"Why," said one of them, "Dr. r- cannot 

hdd a candle to him." 

In my nex<^ I design to say something fur&er 
of this sermon, and of the Ushop who delivered iU 



NUMBER XXI. 

In my last, I proposed to state something 
further of Bishop M'Kendree, and the sermon 
which he gave us on the occasion referred to. 

Bishop M'Eendree was an acquaintance and 
warm friend of Greneral Jackson; and in the 
course x>f this sermon he gave us some striding 
anecdotes of the general, which produced a 
fine effect upon the congrega^on. I shall pro* 
bably only spoil them in attempting to writ© 
them : but still I will try to give the substance 
of one or two. On the memorable eighth <^ 
January, the day of the battle of New-Orleans, 
it being sitbbatfay and the general ezpe<^ng 
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every hour an attack from the British army, 
had, in the morning, given orders that no man 
should be far from his place, and that the 
strictest order should he preserved, and no 
unusual noise made in the. camp. There were 
some pious men in the army, who had got 
together in one of the tents after breakfast, and 
engaged in a prayer meeting. Becoming fer- 
vent and animated in prayer, one of the officers 
came to the tent and ordered them to discon- 
tinue the meeting, alledging - that they were 
disobeying the orders given in the morning by 
General Jackson. They assured the officer that 
they had no disposition to disobey, and if he 
would allow them the privilege, they would 
appeal to the general. T6 this proposition the 
officer assented, and agreed to accompany two 
of their number to the general's quarters, to 
hear his decision of the question. They went 
accordingly, and the officer stated the case to 
the general, remarking that he had forbidden 
the continuance of the meeting, because they 
had become warm and loud in their prayers, 
' which he considered "a violation of the general 
orders given in the morning, that no unusual 
noise should be made in the camp. Upon which 
the general pleasantly replied, " God forbid that 
prayer i hoold be an utii;iiual noise in my cam)>.^ 
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Tb«7 returned, and tlie prayer meeting w«at 
on, until they were called into the field of 
battle. 

One other naiTation given by the bishop in 
tl^s sermon I will try to present It was a 
meeting of the officer^ of the army, to celebrate 
some victory which }iad been recently obtained ; 
to which celebration the officers whose wives 
were in the vicinity were invited to bring their 
ladieB with them. A^r dinner, toasts were 
given , by the different officers, in praise of 
Greneral ^ Colonel , Major ^ Cap- 
tain ^ &C. After which, \h& ladies were 

called upon for toasts; Mid the wife of; the 
officer at the head of the table was personally 
requested to give the first. She hesitated, but 
being urged, she finally gave this short sentence, 
<^ Glory to God." Upon hearing this sentence 
pronounced, all secured struck with amazement, 
and after a short pause one of the officers ex* 
pressed his surprise, and desired the lady to ex- 
plain. In reply she said, ^^I have sat here and 
heard glory given to man, and I would by no 
means withhold, or oppose, giving due honor to 
the good and the brave. But there is a power 
above all these, without the aid of which, these 
valiant men could have achieved no victory, 
an4 «4 X wnjB ui^^d \f> ^poreas a sentiment, I 
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fell in duty bound to acknowledge the hand of 
Jehovah in the victory which you are cele- 
brating ;" and then added, " Gentlemen, I again 
say, ' Glory to the Grod of armies, Jby whose aid 
you have obtained this victory.' " To this senti- 
ment the company then responded with apparent 
eheerfulness. 

At this conference I was reappointed to Pa- 
jri^ and the work of God in the awakening and 
eonversipn of souls went gloriously pa during 
the whole of the following conference year. 
Many particular instances of the power of di- 
vine grace might be given. I shall not attempt, 
however, to detail the individual experience of 
any, but only state a few cases ^s they stand 
connected with other dr^umstances which I 
judge worthy of notice. There were tw.o bro- 
thers, of the name of Smith, who had recently 
become citizens of that, town, and who sustained 
a fair and respectable character. Both of these 
men became subjects of the revival, and shortly 
after they had united with the church, a gentle- 
Bian called on me, while I was laboring under 
a severe attack of quinsy, who was an entire 
stranger, and commenced a conversation on the 
subject of Dr. Clarke's Comment«u*y ; and wished 
to know whether I thought the doctor was in 
leiitiment what w«s Q$Ue4 a Trimtari^ : 
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whiph I answered in theaffiniiative. This seemed 
greatly to displease him, as he made some, un- 
gentlemanly ren^arks in reply. I, howeyer, 
was not in a situation to converse much, and 
therefore attempted to waive the subject. But 
he continuied his relharks, and asked me if I 
held the views which I had ascribed to Dr. 
Clarke. To which I again answered in the af- 
firmative : upon which he started from his seat, 
and laying hold upon the tongs which were 
standing by the fireplace, he raised them over 
my head in the most threatening attitude, and 
held them there for some time. My family 
were greatly alarmed, but I expostulated with 
him in few words, and desired him to put down 
the tongs, and be ealm, and let me know the 
cause of his being so much excited. He, by 
degrees, became more cool, and ultimately let 
out the secret. He was a Unitarian preacher, 
on whose ministry the two brother Smiths had 
attended previously to their removal to Paris, 
and he charged me with having influenced them 
to embraee the Trinitarian doctrine, which he 
held to be false. Before he left, he acknow- 
ledged his rudeness, and stated that he was an 
Englishman, and had often preached in the 
church which was built for the celebrated John 
Bunyan. When he left me, I adyiaid him, if 
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he wiriied to contend for the Unitarian doctrine, 
by all means to use some better argument in its 
support than the tongs. 

The Christian names of these two brother 
Smiths were Seth and Nathaniel : the former 
was the father of Professor A. W. Smith, of the 
Wesleyan University. He finished his earthly 
course in peace July 7, 1826, witiiessing to the 
last the power and grace of (he divine Saviour. 
See his memoir, written by the Rev. Z. Pad- 
dock, in the ninth volume of the Methodist 
Magazine. I may also mention, as fruits of this 
revival, the Rev. Z. Paddock, of the Oneida 
Conference, the wife of the Rev. E. Bowen, of 
the same, and the wife of the Rev. M. Tooker, 
of the Genesee, who, with many others I could 
name, have done honor to themselves and to 
the church. But here memory calls up the 
names of many, both male and female, of those 
who so cheerfully, faithfully, and successfully 
wrought with me, by day and by night, in car- 
rying forward, under God, this gracious revival. 
And where are they ? Some of them are-^bne. 
" Gone, but not lost." Gone to receive the re- 
ward of th^ir labors, the inheritance purchased 
by the Redeemer, and a crown of glory that 
fadeth not away. 

I cannot, consistently with my feelings, close 
8 
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thia witibout mentioiiing the nomes^ of Bome of 
those who ^ere then my feUow-4abc»rers in this 
gospel harvest* Kirkland Griffin, Esq., Howe, 
Nidiols, and others, now numbered with the 
dead ; and El\jah Davis, Hobart Graves, and 
others, whq, like myself, are, as I learn, stall 
lingering on the shores of time, and waiting the 
summons which shall call thetn to that better 
land, Uy meet their fHends imd breyii^en who 
have gone before. More than a score of years 
have passed away since I have seen their faces, 
•nd still I feel the same tie binding me to.tbem 
as when we were laboring and rejoicing to- 
gether, and *f vjfiope to link it anew in heaven. 
May divine grace sustain and comfort these 
survivors tbroagh life, and in the end give them 
victory over death and the grav^ ! 



NUMBER XXII. 

At the dose of my second year's labor at Pa- 
ris, our conference met at Elizabethtown, Upper 
Canada. This being soon after the ckMse of the 
war, I had feelings which I cannot describe 
while viewing the battle ground at Sacketts ltar> 
bor, together with the implements of war and 
destruction which were deposited there, bolh on 
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laod and on shipboard- O when shall the hor- 
rid and barbfux)us custom of war pass awaj^ 
and be only remembered with things that were, 
in days of comparatiYe darkness and barbarism I 
Thip being the first time I had ever overstepped 
the bounds of ti^ United States, the interference 
of custom-4iouse ofiicers^ and other usages which 
I witnessed, were very unpleasant to me. How- 
ever, we found the Methodists in Canada pes* 
s^tsing the same spirit as at home ; and the 
ccmferenee was well entertained by a simple* 
^tea]::ted peofriie, who received us with open 
arms. While the conference was in session, we 
had a blessed work of revival, and quite a num- 
ber experienced a change of heart before its dose. 
At one oi the religious meetings, which were 
held dsuly during the conference, I had an im- 
portunity to witness to what an extent a human 
being, with a base heart, may be capable of 
practicing deceit and hypocrisy, beyond any- 
thing which I had before seen. A person came 
into the meeting richly, though not gaudfly 
dressed, of most accomplished mimners, and 
professed to be greatly or deeply awakened, 
and desirous to find salvation. But it was as- 
certained the next day that the character of 
the individual had been moi^ vile, and was still 
the same. 
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At this conference I received my appoint- 
ment to Otsego circuit, where I was again per- 
mitted to witness the displays of divine power 
and grace in the salvation of many soals. Upon 
this circuit I found Josiah Keyes, who was then 
but a lad, and gave him his first license to ex- 
hort; who ailerward became so famous as a 
preacher, ai^ died while he was presiding elder 
on Cayuga district, so universally lamented. At 
a i^ace called Fly Creek^ a few miles west of 
Cooperstown, there was a little church or meet^ 
ing house, which was built or formerly occupied 
l^ Episcopalians ; but was at the lime of which 
X am writing mostly occupied by Methodists. 
In the month of December of that yejtfwe held 
a quarterly meeting in this little churcjii There 
had been something of a move among the peo- 
ple of the neighborhood for a few weeks preiied- 
ing, and several young persons had professed 
to find religion, or a change of heart. When 
the quarterly meeting commenced, therefore, the 
people seemed prepared to avail themselves of 
its privileges. 

Through the entire meeting, from its com- 
mencement, there was a heavenly influence rest-' 
ing upon the eongregation. But sabbath etening 
. was the great and man<»»ble time. The pre- 
siding elder^ C. Giles, remained with us, and 
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was Buich in the spirit of the work. At about 
the usual hour for closing the meeting, while 
some were relating what God had done for 
them, an old man by the name of Shepard, who, 
as he afterward stated, had felt deeply for se- 
ver^ days,, but had not divulged his feelings to 
any one, inquired o£ a lad who had spoken of the 
mercy of God to him, if he thought there could be 
any mercy for such an old sinner as he was. It 
seemed that he made the inquiry of the boy 
because he was near him, and because he had 
not confidence to speak to any one else. The 
lad was rather taken by surprise, and did 
not answer immediately; but another person 
did, assuring the old man that ther6 was mercy 
ioT him, and that he might find it then, and 
there. Upon which the old man feU upon his 
knees, and; many of us bowed with him, and 
while we were interceding for him, God spoke 
peace to his soul, and he arose and testified 
it to the congregation. This produced a power- 
ful efibct upon many. At the same time there 
arose a severe storm of lightoing, thunder, and 
rain, attended or succeeded by a storm of snow. 
The thunder storm at this season of the year 
added to the solemnity of the meeting, so that 
all idea of elo£ang it was given up for the pr^* 
tent, and cries md tears, and prayer and praine. 
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were mingled together without intennission 
for several hours ; some having no disposition 
to leave the house on account of the storm, 
while many more were induct to stay be* 
cause of the interest they took in the meeting. 
Before the next morning dawned, ma^y souls 
in that house were deliy^red from the guilt of 
sin, and made to rejoice m God their Saviour; 
Of this number was Martin Marvin, now a 
member of the Oneida Conference. 

In my next I design to give some further 
account of the wonders of love and mercy which 
were displayed during this year on Otsego 
circuit 



NUMBER XXIII. 

In my last I expressed a design to give some 
further account of the work of €rod which I 
was permitted to witness on Otsego circait-. 
There lived at this time, in a little viHage called 
Millford, situated a few miles below Coopers- 
town, on the Susquehaonah River, a M&jot 
Badger, a man who had enjoyed literaJry ad- 
vantages above most of his neighbors; and 
whose mind was stored with general knowledge 
by reading and observation. Buthewasanunbe* 
iWer in revealed rd^i(m,aiid openly profeand 
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and adyocated deism. He held at this time the 
first office in the town, and his influence was great 
During the winter of 1817-18 some business 
had led him to attend the session of the legisla- 
ture in Albany for several weeks^ During his 
absence his wife had attended a Methodist meet- 
ing in a neighborhood at some distance from 
home^ a privilege she could not enjoy with the 
knowledge and consent of her husband ; and at 
this meeting she had become awakened, and 
had sought the Lord in secret, and found a 
sense of forgiveness of sin. But this, for the 
time being, she kept to herself; and when her 
husband returned she hesitated to mention what 
the Lord had done for her soul, fearing his op- 
position. 

In an adjoining town lived a man by the 
name of Marvin, the &ther of Martin Marvin, 
of the Oneida Conference, whom I have men- 
tioned in my last Badger and Marvin had 
formerly been intimately acquainted, but the lat- 
ter having some time before this embraced reli- 
gion, their intimacy had been interrupted. But 
it happened, soon after Badger returned from 
Albany, that some business brought them to- 
gether. After &eir business was accomplished, 
Marvin inquired of Badger if he ever attended 
Methodift meetii^s. '^Noy" said Badger, ""yoo 
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know I do not believe in such things, and why 
should I go?" Said Marvin, "There will be 
preaching in such a place, on such an evening, 
which is but two, or three miles from your house, 
and I ask jou as a friend to go, and at least for 
once hear a sermon." Badger gave him no 
promise to attend, but on going home he asked 
his wife if she wished to go- to a Methodist 
meeting. She was so astonished and over- 
come, as she afterward stated, on hearing her 
husband make this inquiry, that for some, time 
she could give no answer. But after recover- 
ing herself a little, she replied, "Why, do you 
wish to go ?"' " I do not kiK)w that I do," said 
he, " but Marvin has been pressing me to go 
and hear a Methodist preacher at T.'^ ne^t 
Wednesday evening." " Well," said she, " if 
you wish to go I will accompany you." He 
replied, " Well, then, we will make our calcula- 
tionfi to go." 

She afterward told me that she could with 
difficulty suppress hep feelings until she could 
retire to her room, where she poured forth her 
gratitude to God for this unexpected event; 
that she was likely to have the privilege to at- 
tend a Methodist meeting with the consent of 
her husband. The evening arrived, and Bac^|er 
and his wife repair^ to the inoeting; Tlus 
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l^eacher was entirely ignorant of the drcum- 
stances abo^e narrated, but felt, in a rather un- 
uaual degree, the importance of Ids work ; and 
endeavored to describe the wret^ed state of 
man by nature, his need of the mercy of Gk)d, 
and how that mercy could be exercised thrpugh 
Christ,, and only through him. 

When the meeting was closed, the major 
came Ibrward and introduced himself to the 
preacher, before all the congregation, by giving 
his name and the place <^ his residence ; and 
added,, <^ If you have heard anything of Millford 
village, you have probably heard that Methodist 
preachers have been abused there," alluding to 
the case of Ebenezer White, who once attempted 
to preach in Millford, alid was abused bry a mobr 
" But," continued he, " I wish you to come and 
preach in Millford, and if you will consent, I 
l^edge myself that yoa shall be well used. The 
preacher inf(»:med him that on such an evening 
he could be there, And if an appointment was 
given out, he would, with the leave of Provi- 
dence, fulfill it. The major assured him the 
appointment Would be made, and* requested th^ 
preacher to come to his house; and consider it 
his home while he remained in the place. This 
was assented to, and so they parted. When 
^ day armed^ the preacher came in the aiftei^^ 
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iK)on to Millford, Mid received a hearty w^l* 
come to the major's house, who soon brought 
forward his Bible, and commenced stating his 
d^tical objection^, and pointing out what he 
thought to be inconsistencies and contradictions 
in it, though in a cahn and gentiemanly man." 
ner. In this manner the afternoon passed, and 
the hour for Dieting h&yiQg arrived, the con- 
gregation assembled in a lai^ school-house, 
with a swinging partition in the centre, ^hich 
was ndsed, and the house filled to overflowing. 
The season was solemn and impressive, and aU 
seemed to listen with deep attention. When 
the services were closed, the major called th6 
attention of the congregation, and said he wished 
to know if they desired the preaching to be eon- 
tinued, and called on those who were in favor 
to arise. The whole congregation were at once 
upoDi their feet, and an appointment wto ac- 
cordingly left for four weeks from that evening. 
After returning to the major's, the subject of 
the Bible and revealed reli^o^ was resumed 
and continued to a late hour. When the preacher 
came from his room, at aa eady hour in the 
morning, the major met him, saying, << I have 
had a fire^ and have been waiting for you for 
some time." The Scriptures w«re stall ike sah" 
jeetof conver^atioiviftitil the preadier perc^ved 
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that the m£^ was evidently deeply wrought 
upon by tfa^ Spirit of the Lord. He ther^bre 
thought it best to leave him for the pres^it to 
his own reflections, and immediately started 
for his next appointment, without dropping the 
least faint that he had discovered the major's 
agitation. 

On the day next preceding that on which the 
appointment was to be again, met at Millford, 
the major went to meet Uie preacher at an aps> 
pmntment a &w miles distant, and on coming 
into the house where tlie preacher had put up^ 
he took him by the hand, and, bathed in tear% 
exclaimed, ^ I find niys^ a wretched sinners- 
undone, without the mercy of God." itfter a 
litde conversation, they walked together to the 
school-house, where the meetii^ was to be held. 
The text was takai from Phil, i, 29 : ^For unto 
you it is given in behalf of Christ, not only to 
believe on him, but to suffer for his sake." 
While explaining the former part of this privi* 
lege, giv^ us in behalf or through Qurist, the 
mMJor found power by faith to lay hold upon 
the promises of God in Christ : the bonds were 
broken, and his soul exulted in the joy of par- 
doned sin. The miyor stayed for class meet- 
ing, and this being the nearest society to Mill- 
ibrdy he offered himself as a probationer fiur 

- t 
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membership before he left the house, and his 
name was enrolled among them. At the ear- 
nest solicitation of the major, the preacher ac- 
companied him home that night — and what a 
scene! Then, for the first time, the htisband 
and wife unfolded to each other their views and 
feelings on the all-important subject of religion. 
The neighbors were called in, and praise and 
prayer, and sigha and tears, were mingled to- 
gether. The next evening th« school^house 
could not contain the congregation which as- 
sembled, and the Presbyterian meeting-house 
was obtained, and many that evening felt that 
the word of the Lord was quick and powerful. 

To give the particulifcrs of the revival which 
followed in MilMord would fill many sheets ; 
but I will only add, a society was raised, eril- 
btacing the heads of many of the first families 
in the place. Among these was Major Eddy^ 
the father of the Bev. L. A; Eddy, of the 
Oneida Conference. Major Badger exemplified 
region in Hfe for a number of years, and left 
the world full of glorious hope of a blessed im- 
mortality. 
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NUMBER XXIV. 

OxyR conference commenced its ninth session 
at Lansing, formerly Gr^ioa, July 16, 1818, at 
the close of which I received my appdntment 
to Pompey cireuit, and had for my c(Aeagcie 
Joseph M'Creary. And here again I W€i8 per- 
mitted to witness the power of divine grace ur 
the conversion of many souls, particulaiiy on 
the eastern part of the circuit, in the town of 
HamiltoB. A young nlan of the name of Syl- 
vester Wesley Higgins, who had license as an 
exhorter, was exceedingly active and useful in 
this revival, and I had high hopes of his ftiture 
usefulness in the church. Bat since I left that 
part of the work I have heard nothing of him. 
Whether he went to some other part of the 
world, and has continued to be useful, or whe- 
ther he has gone to heaven, I know not. 

The tepth session of. our conference com- 
menced at Vienna, Ontario county; July 1, 1819* 
For eight years previously to this, t^e " pre^ 
sidii^ elder question" had agitated the church 
generally, and our conference in particular; 
and there had been much party feeHng mani- 
fested in the election of our delegates to the 
General Conference. But at this conference 
we mutually agreed to lay aside party views 
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and feelings, so far as. to elect our delegates 
j&om among those who, in their views, took op- 
posite sid^ of this question ; so that each party 
might be fEurlj represented in the General Con* 
fer^ii^ The history of the proceedings of this 
General Cmifer^nce I shall not attempt to giv^ 
la d^ail, as it has been frequently given by 
^hose who took different views of the subject 
which then agitated the church. , But there 
were moments during the session of that Oene- 
cal Conference when ihe fears of many were 
excited for the safety and unity of the church* 
But God interposed, and though a partial se-^ 
cession afterward took place, yet it was c<Hn- 
paralively small, and the whole church finally 
settled down to quietude on this subject, and 
seemed satisfied to let things remain bs theif 
were. But during thi^ state of agitation the 
church evidently suffered loss in e^nrituality, at 
least this was the case in our conference, and I 
have reason for believing that it was the case 
with at least some others. ' But this declensioa 
was followed by a glorious revival of the work 
pf God among^ both preachers and people, which 
I design more particularly to notice hereafter. 

From the Vienna Conference I was returned 
to P<»npey circuit for ^e second year, and had 
for my colleague Paul StoweU, who was then 
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in the seeond year of liis probation as a travel- 
ing preacher. And here is another instance of 
that for which I have expressed regret in a 
former number: that is, that we permit pro- 
baticmers in jbhe itinerancy, who die before they 
are admitted into full membership with us, to 
go down to the grave in silence, no mentioii 
being made of them in our annual Mintrtes ; and 
the public are left to infer what th^ please as 
the cause why their names appear no more 
among- ns. Paul Stowell was not what is com- 
monly called a great preacher : his early op- 
portunities for mental cultivation had been very 
limited. This defect he was striving to remedy 
by a{^lying himself to reading and study. But 
he was deeply imbued with the Spirit of his 
divine Master, and his ardent soul burned with 
strong desire for the salvation of his fellow-men. 
He was, therefore, instant in season and out of 
season, to reprove, rebuke, and exhort all with 
whom he had intercourse ; and frequently, when 
addressing a congregation, he would Mi upon 
his knees, and with flowing tears entreat them 
to be reconciled to Grod. But in the midst of 
his career of usefulness he was seized with a 
fever, contracted no doubt in the low lands on 
the southern shore of Oneida Lake, where Tread- 
well, whom I have mentioned in a former num- 
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ber, fell a martyr to lii^ work. Brother Stowell 
^asessed a strong and vigorous constitution, 
and when seized by the deadly disease, the 
struggle between it and his robust form was tre- 
mendous, while it seemed that each was con- 
tending for the mastery. But the strong man 
was finally compelled to bow. The ^sease 
baffled not only the firm constitution of the sub- 
ject, but also the skill of experienced and g^ten- 
tive physicians. Soon after the disease assumed 
a malignant aspect, reason faltered, and we there* 
fore had not the opportunity to converse, with 
hkn, which was greatly desired ; but from what 
he expressed previously to this derangement, 
and from what we knew of his pious and de- 
voted life, we had the strcmgest assurance that 
though his death was a loss to us, to him it was 
eternal gain. 

Our conference for 1820 was appointed to 
commence at Lundy's Lane, Upper Canada, 
July 20. Bishop George had, on our return 
from the Greneral Conference at Baltimore, 
agreed to be at my house in Oneida county on 
a given day, as he passed from Nantucket, the 
seat of the New-England Conference, and I 
had agreed to convey him to ours. 

We did not in those days travel by steam, as 
is now so common, except on some of the more 
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Important waters. Our land journeys wer« 
tediona Mid wearisome. The bishc^ And my* 
Belf started from my house in a buggy on Sat- 
urday, Mid proceeded to the town of Madison, 
Madison oounty, where we spent the sabbath ; 
and the bishop gave us a good sermon iii a 
private house, as we had no churches built ia 
that section of country at that time. On Mon- 
day we fen in company with other brethren, 
who were on their way to conference, and as 
we journeyed we put u|) for a night at the house 
of William Ferguson, then and still living be- 
tween Vienna and Clifton Sppngs, Ontario 
eounty. And here I witnessed an instance of 
what had always been, and still is, a mystery to 
me ; that is, that a human being should assume 
the garb or profession of piety and religion, 
under which to serve the devil. That a man 
should misjudge his own case, and, through want 
of clearer light, think himself a Christian when 
he is not, is not unaccountable. But that a 
man, designing to do wickedly and serve the 
devil, should make pretensions to piety, seems 
to be a depth of wickedness and depravity too 
vast for finite comprehension. The case to 
which I allude was as follows : — There was at 
that time living neighbor to brother Ferguson 
a preacher who had been an acquaintance and 
9 
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dass-mate of mine in tlie days of oar jouth. I 
called cm this brotlier in the evening, who stated 
that a member of the Ohio Conference was 
stopping at his house, ivho had been on a yisit 
to hk iriends in the east, and was now return- 
ing, and was intending to take our conference in 
hks waj, and spend a few days with us, and that 
bis name was Cornelius Springer* I knew from 
the Minutes that there was a preisicher of thai 
name in the Ohio Conference, but I had never 
seen him. On being introduced to the stranger, 
and hearing some of his statements concerning 
his journey, I was immediatdiy impressed with 
the idea that he was an impostor, and had im- 
posed upon the family who had received him, 
and With whom I learned he had been staying 
for a day or two previously to our arrival, and 
they had been repairing or furnishing him with 
some articles of apparel, he having stated, as 
nearly as I can recollect, that he had lost his 
horse, and had therefore been under the neces- 
sity to leave has portmanteau, in which was his 
diothing. 

Being under the impression that he was an 
impostor, I went directly back to brother Fer- 
guson's, and inquired of Bishop George if he was 
personally acquadnted with Cornelias Springer 
of the Ohio Conference. He answered that he 
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was. I then re<]^eBted lum to give me a de- 
scription of his personal appearance, and told lum 
<>f the stranger to whom I had heen introduced. 
But the hishop's description in nowise corres- 
ponded with the appearance q£ this stranger. 
The bishop assured me, at the same^time, that 
Cornelius Springer was a man of property, and 
would not be found abroad under the circum* 
stances in which this person appeared. I took 
some of the brethren with me, and went imme- 
diately back, and asked the stranger to show 
.me his parchment, or certificate of ordination, 
but this he said he had left with his portman- 
teau. I then told him I doubted the truth of 
his statements, and believed him to be an im- 
postor: but if he was the man he professed 
himself to be, he could readily satisfy us of the 
fact by going to the bishop's lodgings. This 
he declined doing, but said as we had such 
views of him he thought he would stay no 
longer, arose and adjusted his apparel, for he 
was partly undressed for the night, and hastily 
left the house. I followed him, and insisted 
that before he left he should confess the truth 
and the deception which he had used. He, 
however, started from me, and, taking the road 
westward, ran with gi*eat speed. There was 
a young man in the company which had ga- 
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tfaered around who was i^treDikelj li|^t of fyoL 
I asked him if he thought he could overtake 
him ; if so, I wished 14m to pursue. The night 
was dark, and we could see nothing; hut we 
heard the race for iH>me distanpe, and then the 
voice of the young man, saying, '^I have got 
him !" We went where he was, but not know- 
ing what to do with him, as no peace ofi&cer 
was near, we agreed to let him go if he would 
confess that he had imposed upon the family 
who had received him. This he finally did, still 
saying that his name was Cornelius Springer^ 
but not the person whom he had pretended; 
and so we parted in the darkness pf the nighty 
after giving him such advice as we thought 
suitable. 

The preacher who had kindly received this 
unworthy man had from one to two hundred 
dollars of book-money in his possession, which 
he had that day been arranging for conference, 
and which had been deposited in a drawer in 
the room where the stranger was to lodge, and, 
of which he had knowledge, and with which he 
would undoubtedly have been missing the next 
morning had he not been detected. 
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NUMBER XXV. 

Continuing our journey westward, we pass- 
ed through Rochester, which was then only an 
inconsiderable village, and takii% the ridge road 
we ccune into the neighborhood of a camp meet- 
ing, then in progress on the Grenesee district, of 
which Rev. Gideon Draper was at that tune pre- 
ttding elder. This meeting was held near where 
Brockport now stands, and here we spent a sab- 
bath ; Bishop George giving us one of his most 
powerful and overwhelming sermons. On Mon- 
day we proceeded on our journey, calling at 
the dwelling of a brother Aruna Bennett, a 
local preacher, who, I think, was in deacon's or- 
ders, and was a man of respectability and influ- 
ence in that section of country, having been one 
of its early settlers. The country was liew, and 
the roads, whenever we left the ridge, were ex- 
tremely uncomfortable, and the bishop frequent- 
ly asked, " Can you conceive of a more dis- 
agreeable situation for a man to be in, who has 
his health and liberty, than to be riding over a 
log causeway on wheels.*' We, however, ar- 
rived safe at Lewiston, and prepared to cross 
over to Queenston, on the Canada shore. But 
here the waters of the Niagara, which seem to 
be wrought up to the highest point of fury at 
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the falls, retain their rage the whole distancie to 
^Lake Ontaria, eddying, foaming, and dashing 
in every conceivable form and direction. I had 
never seen anything to equal or compare with 
this, except at certain stages of the tide when 
ebbing and flowipg in the Narrows between 
New- York and Long Island. And to one un- 
accustomed to these waters, it seemed like a 
hazardous enterprise to attempt to cross. We 
however landed safely on the opposite or Cana- 
dian shore. But my feelings were indescriba- 
ble when, as we approached the shore, I had a 
distinct view, a little to the left, of the crags and 
defls of rocks where several d my friends and 
acquaintances lay concealed^ while the Indians 
were crawling along the almost perpendicular 
descent, in search of their prey, after the dis- 
astrous defeat of our army under General Solo- 
mon Van B^isselaer at Queenston Heights, 

After crossing the river, our way led us up 
those heights by a road which ascended oblique- 
ly; and moving slowly along, we were over- 
taken by a man on horseback, having the ap- 
pearance of a gentleman, who accosted us very 
pleasantly, and after a few remarks respecting 
the steepness of the rocks which bounded the 

shore, he remiurked, "It was a d funny sight 

to see the Yankees driven down that ledge." 
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Snddenlytits an electric shock there came over me 
a feeling which I would not have retained one 
day for S world. It was such as t supposed 
men sometimes feel when they are, or think they 
are, insulted, and are disposed to seek revenge ; 
and I thought of cannon, muskets^ swords, and 
retaliation. But this sudden impulse passed 
away almost as suddenly as it came, and I felt 
only pity instead of revenge. 
, Afber ascending Hiese heights, a few miles' 
ride brought us to the entrance of the far-famed 
Lundy's Lane, the scene of the hottest, and for 
the numbers engaged, the most bloody battle 
fought during our last war with Great Britain. 
We took a particular survey of the little emi- 
nence which was the rallying point in that bat- 
tle, and which I think we were told was taken 
and retaken nine times during the battle, at the 
point of the bayonet What multitudes '^ bit 
the ground in death " on that awful night I £EJlen 
by a brother's hand. Their bones now lay 
quietly commingling in strange confusion, and 
but partially concealed, many of them were 
bleaching in winter snows and summer showers 
and sun. We were also shown the little log 
house or cabin, under the end of which General 
Scott was concealed by his faithful friends, when, 
covered with wounds, he could no longer flght 
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or order the battle. But whj sliould. cmdi 
scenes desolate the earth in these enlightened 
ages and nations? We can offer sotfe apology 
for poor fallen humanity in the days and regions 
of heathen barbarism : but why should the two 
most enlightened and Christianized nati(ms upon 
the earth still perpetuate this barbarous custom, 
and butcher ^ach other for supposed or real 
wrongs ? Surely there must be a more con? 
sistent and Christian mode of deciding a contro- 
versy between nations as well ap individuals! 
than an appeal to the sword. \ . 

Of the falls of Niagara, which we visited, I 
shall ]iot attempt a description, as there are prcH 
bably but few of those who read these RecoUec* 
tions who have not personally looked upon thift 
stupendous scene, and those ^ho have not, xoaj 
find descriptkms in the various pubtiesitions of 
these and former d^^s, far more perfect than I 
can give. But I must say tiiat while looking 
upon these mighty waters, t^ oi:4iet of vast in- 
land seas, as they rush agafeid^said leap over, 
or recoil from, the rugged ^oeks in the bod of 
the stream^ immediately above the perpendiea- 
lar fall, and then their awful plunge into Ihe 
mighty caldron below, I had such humiliating 
views of mjTself, and su^h a $ense of the omni- 
potence of Him who formed and controls these 
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mightj wonders, as I had never before realized. 
I was much pleas^ with the simplicity and ap- 
parent sincerity of the Methodists in this part 
of Canada : but their manner of preparing their 
food was less agreeable than their society. But 
this was a comparatively trifling inconvenience. 
The business of the conference had not pro- 
ceeded far when Bishop George notified me of 
his design to appoint me to the charge of a dis- 
trict With this notice csune a time of trial, 
such as I had never known before in relation to 
my wor^ as a M^ethodist preacher. Up to that 
time I had never asked a bishop or presiding 
elder to give me tlds, or save me from that. 
We' did not in those days, so far as I was ac- 
quainted, go to conference with arnmgements 
previously made, either in our own minds, or 
with preachers or people, as to our field of la- 
bor. But believing that by submitting it, under 
God, to the authorities of the church, we should 
be more safe than in choosing for ourselves, we 
went cheerfully to the fields assigned us. But 
now I was brought into a strait : for though I 
had previously felt, in some degree, the respon- 
sibilities of a Christian minister and pastor, yet 
this was little in my estimation when compared 
with the cterge of a district. I therefore remon- 
strated, argued, and entreated, day after day,while 
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the bonferenoelwas proceeding with its i>ii8ii^ss. 
But the bishop was inexorable, cmd on a cer- 
tain day he took me far down into a meadow, 
and there assured me ^e should appoint me to 
Ontario district, unless J absolutely refused to 
go. He then, after kneeling and praying for 
me, s^d he would relate the circumstance of the 
first appointment of the Rev., J. B. Finley to the 
office of presiding elder. And though brother 
Finley is still living, if this should meet his eye, 
he wiU pardon me for giving the relation, as 
there is one item in it which I think may be 
useful to others. The appointment was made^ 
I believe, by Bishop M'Kendree, and the cir- 
cumstances, as nearly as I can remember, were 
as follows : — Brother Finley had been set down 
in the list of appointments as presiding elder ^of 
the Ohio district, without his knowledge of tha 
fact, and when the appointments were read out, 
brother Finley came to the bish<^ muc^&gi- 
tated, and in tears inquired, ^' Do you, sir, think 
that I am fit for a n^siding elder ?' To which 
the bishop replie4,^* We think, if you go to your 
work, and diligently inquire and search to know, 
and faithfull^.erform what you feid to be duty, 
you witi If^lj^e more fit for the office." 

I think it >(>uld be profitable to niiany of us, 
in our Vf»^us stations in life, to write down, 
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and frequently repeat this sentence to (mWelvef. 
This I take to be the great secret of the success 
which has attended the Methodist Episcopal 
Church in days gone by. As was dnce said by 
an observer, " They are all at their work, and 
always at it." I am very confident that if in 
the ministry and membership we all pursue our 
appropriate work, we shall soon see a mighty 
change for the better in the church and in the 
world around us. Before the conference closed, 
several of the pre^tchers, who expend to remain 
in that part of the work included in the Ontario 
district, came and spoke soothing and encourag- 
ing words to me, assuring me that I should be 
courteousfy received, which gave me some relief. 



NUMBER XXVI. 

After returning home to Oneida county, I 
spent a few days in making preparations for my 
journey to my district, the nearest appoint- 
ment on which was at least one hundred miles ; 
and to my first quarterly meeting was another 
hundred, afler reaching the district. I was an 
entire stranger to the country and people 5 and 
it was, therefore, necessary before removing my 
family to go on myself and oomm^ice the woiri^ 



,y Google 



140 BSCOI/LBCTIONS OF THE PASTb 

and seek a place for . them. I accordingly 
itarted, and entered first upcm my district at 
Catharine. From thence I passed to Big Flatts 
and Painted Post, on the Chemnng JRiver; and 
fording the river near where the yiUage of 
Ck>niii^ now stands^ which was then a com* 
paratiye wilderness, I visited a family by the 
name of Gwton, from whom I hoped to get 
some information as to the place and distance 
of my (quarterly meeting. After learning that 
I was yet fifty miles distant from the place of 
the meeting, and it being then near the evening 
of Friday, I recros^^d the river, and proceeded 
up the Canesteo branch, between high mountains, 
and through an almost unbroken forest of pine 
and hemlock, intermingled with oak, until night 
was closing around me; when, coming to a 
small log cabin, I inquired of the inmates if they 
could keep me for the night, to which they an- 
swered in the affirmative, adding that ihej 
were in the habit of entertaining travelers. 
'But to me it was a place that did not promise 
many comfinrts, either fi)r its occupants or tra- 
velers, and I could see nothing that was to re« 
fresh my. trusty, but weary and hungry horse. 
They, however, assured me that they had scmie 
fresh graas down on the river's brink, where 
th^ would turn him. I therefore alighted, and 
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entered the place ; but I had been in only a few 
minutes, when a pedler drove up, who wad pas8<> 
ing through the country exchanging his goods 
for deerskins, and he also must stop for the 
night, as no other house or cabin was near* 
But before we laid down for the night, the 
familj informed us that we might hear the 
howling of wolves, or the screech of the pan- 
ther around the house. during the night; but 
that we need not be alarmed, as they would not 
break in. They also informed us that the 
rattle-snakes sometimes crept up from under the 
floor ; but that they would put us up upon the 
cross-beams of the house, where was a piece of 
rude flooring, and that the snakes could not 
reach us there. Brfore we laid down, it was 
proposed that we should have prayer. This 
at first seemed to startle the family, but it was 
assented to, and the whole family, pedler and 
all, went down upon their knees when they 
saw me t£^e that attitude ; and while we ren- 
dered thanks to Grod for mercies past, and im- 
plored his blessing and protection for time to 
come, the pedler in particular seemed much 
affected ; and when we were laid dowit4pgether 
upon the straw, he seemed'' more indined to 
converse and inquire with reference to things 
eternal than to sleep. About four o'dock the 
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next morning I arose to pursue my joumejy 
haying jet some miles to travel to reach my 
quarterly meeting at eleven o'clock. But the 
pedler insisted that it was unsafe for me to 
travel alone at that hour, it being yet dark. 
He therefore aro6e and w^it for my horse, and 
brcKa^t one of his own, and, borrowing a sad- 
dle, he mounted and rode with me some six or 
eight miles, in a course directly opposite to that 
in which his business led him. When the sun 
was fairly up, and he thou^t I was in no dan- 
ger fjx>m the wild beasts, he returned. Who he 
was, or whence he came, 1 know not ; but he 
was a person of gentlemanly manners, and, 
from the interest which he manifested in the 
concerns of his soul, I have hope of meeting 
him in heaven. After parting with my un- 
known friend, I pushed forward, and reached 
the place g£ the quarterly meeting about noon. 
Rather a bad beginning, to be sure, to be one 
hour too late at my first appointment ; but this 
was in consequence of being a stranger, and not 
knowing the distance I had to travel. The 
preachers on the circuit were Andrew Peck 
and RqJ^ Parker. They received me as a 
brother ; and I still reckon the seasons I spent 
with them, and with the preachers generally 
on the Ontario district, during that and the 
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three following years — ^whether among the 
mountain forests and snows of Canesteo, or the 
more delightful regions of Canandaigua and 
Grenevar— ^as the most agreeable and pleasant 
of my life. 

Having received my appointment ta the 
Ontario district from Bishop George, and hav- 
ing in a former number promised some further 
extracts from his letters, I will dose this num- 
ber by giviiig the following, which is dated 
July 26th, 1821 :— 

"My Dear Brother^ — ^I deem it my duty 
to propose a few questions, which you are at liber- 
ty to make such use of as you may think proper^ 
among those whom they concern. The first is, 
are we not, as ministers, departing from the 
spirit of the itinerant plan adopted by our 
fathers and predecessors, who by voluntary 
sacrifices, zealous labors and perseverance, have 
taken the ground, and formed the greater part 
of North America into circuits and stations? 
Did these veterans in former days, go to their 
conferences with the intention to search for 
pleasant places, or agreeable circuits and stations, 
made ready £or their accommodation, and suited 
to their enjoyments ? Were they disappointed, 
afflicted, and vexed, if they were not gratified ? 
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If that had been the case at the time, whea 
tiiere were no such agreeable places, what would 
have become of us as a people? We maj 
salelj answer, we should have been no people. 
Our predecessors would have retired to their 
homes, and there would have been no churdies 
oopstkuted or established. 

<< Again: is it not unreasonable and oppressiTe 
to blame those who have the management of 
^e appointments, when aU the preachers are 
not suited with their circuits and stations, while 
it is out of the power of those who arrange the 
appcHutments to make the places such as the 
pneachers may desire ; and there must be in 
the present state of things some places less 
agreeable than others ? 

" Again: would it not be much more like the 
primitive ministers of Christ for preachei*s to go 
peaceably to their work, and make tiiose dis- 
agreeable places pleas$mt, than to go murmuring 
because all things have not be(en made ready to 
their hands ?f,Jn apostolic times, the ministei^ 
of the cross did iipt r^ice in entering into other 
men's labors ;|ig|i^;m making spirited efforts to. 
preserve the ^^ony of a good conscience, 
and in extending^ the victory of the cross 
among Jews and Gentiles, and of building up 
the walb of .Zion under th^ pressure of hunger, 
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nakedness, and persecution of all kinds, rejoio- 
ing that they were counted worthy to suffer for 
the honor and glory of their holy Master. 
Would it not be the bettier way to deal plainly 
with such men, and let them ^ow, that if they 
are not willing to share in the difficulties as well 
as the comforts of our institutions, they are not 
doing as they would others should do to them, 
and they may therefore expect to meet the 
frown of their Inrethren ; for no man will sub- 
mit peaeeably to work hard constantly and suffer 
privations, that others may enjoy the fruits of 
his labors perpetually. 

^ Again : what shall we do when our people 
make demands upon us for gifts and zeal which 
are not within our reach; and when they com- 
plain of those who have the management of 
arranging the appointment^, because certain 
preachers are a^^inted to labor among them'; 
while we all know it is absolutely necessary to 
give such ex<cepti6nable preachers appoint- 
ments, while the conference retiims such men 
effective ? 

" Permit me to ask, ftirther : would not gospel 
order and brotherly kindness direct us to ini- 
form such brethren plainly what their standisg 
is among the members of the church, that they 
may be ttiired'up to study and to kdio^My'aiid 
10 
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io remoTe Die otj^cdona igaiiMst tbem, or nKn 
£nom the fold of labor? for no man of cooubmi 
lunideace would wish to impoao hima^ upon 
a pe(^le who would uif<Min him persomtllj or 
otherwtie that tbej did not want kia aerviees! 
Parhiq^ it may be said, our pop^ an hard to 
please* My acquaintanee with tlie Methodiate 
jbr a number of years haa fixed aa opinion that 
they are disposed to paAnmiae preachers whose 
.gifis and labors are cakulated to enlighten the 
nnderstanding and warm the afiections. But 
when they ore neither mstructed, quickened, nor 
comforted, they conclude such la^MMrs are worse 
than useless, as they are only a waste of time. 
But if souls are quickened, eonvieted, oonverted, 
and led on to holiness by the puWo and {NiTate 
labors of Uieir preachers, the Methodist peopte 
are willing to encourage such preadhets in every 
way they prudendy can* It is desirable that 
tbe Buperint^dents, widi the presiding ^ders 
and preachers, should agre^ on this very imp 
portaat point, yis^ that we extend ouraelves more 
than heretofore, that our gifts may be generally 
disseminated, and that the^great and blessed 
work may be promoted and carried on aooord- 
ing to its primitive design^ which was to raise a 
h^y people* 

^ Qn tiiaa -fltt|>iftx>i of halintfls mv dear brrtthagi 
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permit me to plead with you aflfectionatelj, imd 
with all the trayeling and local preachers, to 
preach the doctrine and recommend the spirit 
and practice of holiness by a holy life and pious 
conversation. And permit me to plead success- 
fully with the exhorters, leaders, and members 
generally, to pursue holiness as the highest and 
best gift of Heayen, while we are probationers 
in this world of tribulation. This is no time to 
lower the gospel standard, while we see the 
miserable doctrines of Sodnianism and Anti- 
nomianism marching about with so much popu- 
larity. 

<< Holiness, which places us atthe feet of Jesus, 
where we may rejoice evermore, pray without 
ceasing, and in everything give thanks, will 
save us fix)m the mischievous and ruinous con- 
tagion of such doctrines. We shall then con- 
stantly know for ourselves, that without divine 
assistance we can do nothing: but through 
Christ strengthening us we can do all tlungs. 

" Permit me to ask an interest in your prayers, 
and in the prayers of all the brethren in the 
ministry and membership, at the same time 
assuring you that I shaU pray for your peace, 
prosperity, and happiness. 

<<I remain yours in the bonds of a peaceful 
gotpd, EvocH QBomGs.** 
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